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Penn Fields Pupils Support ‘End Polio Now’ Charity 

Over the past forty years there has been a worldwide 

campaign, led by Rotary International, to reduce the 

number of children suffering from Polio or even to 

eradicate it completely. It is a disease which has 

crippled and shortened the lives of so many children 

around the world. 

On Tuesday 10th October Penn Fields completed a 

cycle ride to raise money to support the charity End 

Polio Now. Everyone rode bikes, trikes and scooters 

around the velodrome at Aldersley Leisure Centre and 

all the children, apart from Acorn class, rode at least 

one lap around the track. It started at 9.30am and by 

1.30pm the target of riding 1,000 laps of the 

velodrome was completed. 

The school also aimed to raise £1000 through sponsorship and as part that activity a special mention 

must go to Chloe Davies in Year 8 who raised over £300 - well done Chloe! Thanks also go to the staff of 

Highfields School who donated £100 and a big thank you to the great generosity of the family and 

friends of the children of Penn Fields. In total we raised twice our target and were able to give Tettenhall 

Rotary Club a cheque for a massive £2000. Their work is also supported by the Bill Gates Foundation who 

match every £1 raised by giving another £2 so this means Penn Fields effectively raised £6000! This will 

help vaccinate many thousands of children across the world and is hopefully another step towards 

wiping out polio forever. Well done to everyone who took part or supported the ride – Penn Fields has 

received so much support from the Rotary Club so it is really great to be able to help them. We hope to 

continue to support our friends at Rotary in the future and in as many different ways we can. 

A Message from the Head Teacher 

Dear Parents / Carers … Happy New Year to you all. 

We welcome our pupils back to Spring term which promises to be a busy and eventful start to 2018. In February 

we have the opportunity for thirty pupils in Key Stage 3 to go to the Towers Outdoor Education Centre. This 

event is run by Headstart which promote pupils' well-being and resilience so I am confident those involved will 

learn a lot and have an extremely worthwhile time.   

It is also an important time for Year 11 as they need to complete course work ready to be sent off to external 

examiners and we are sure our students will put the required effort in to achieve successful results. Key Stage 2, 

3 & 4 pupils also have educational Health Care Plan meetings soon so don't forget to check when 

appointments are due. 

I look forward to seeing you over the coming term.                                                Miss E Stanley, Head Teacher 



The 2017 Christmas Play -  A King is Born! 

Key Stages 1&2 gave excellent Nativity 

performances of A King is Born. The story was 

beautifully told by Jasmina with the help of Abbie 

and Luke whilst Ellie made an excellent Angel. All 

the pupils joined in with signing and singing a 

range of songs which told the Christmas story, with 

great musical support from the group of percussion 

players and Upper School choir. It was a superb 

play and all the pupils were amazing, especially so 

as rehearsals were curtailed due to the snow - it 

made no difference though, everyone performed 

brilliantly! A big thank you to Mrs Payne and all the lower school staff for all their hard work and helping 

to make this year's Christmas production another great success. 

Oak Class Meets Santa 

Oak Class enjoyed a special invite by the 

Tettenhall Rotary Club to Perton Golf Club. It was a 

great day with lovely food, a magic show and 

even a visit from Santa. Mr Roalfe was also there to 

present the cheque for £2000 raised by the 

children when they took part in the sponsored bike 

ride at Aldersley. 

Children in Need - Our Heroes! 

For Children In Need in 2017 Lower School 

became TV & Film Heroes for the day. Their  

costumes were amazing and they completed a 

range of fun activities and events to raise money 

for a fantastic charity. Favourite costumes on the 

day were Wonder Woman, Mr Bump, Mary 

Poppins and quite a few Elsa’s from Frozen. 

Well done Everyone! 

Crocus Planting in Tettenhall 

Nurture Group took the opportunity to help the 

Tettenhall Rotary Club plant crocus bulbs and to 

raise awareness of Polio. They planted over 1000 

bulbs on Tettenhall Geen and they will be visiting 

again some time during the Spring term to check 

their hard work has flourished. 



Building 

Blocks for 

Success 

A lucky group of Class 

9 pupils have worked 

with the new version 

of Minecraft for Education. Pupils worked together 

as a team, using Minecraft to accomplish a range 

of building tasks including, as part of an RE related 

project, being asked to design and build a place 

of worship. This new version of Minecraft will be 

used next term so both pupils and staff can explore 

the software and what it has to offer. 

Key Stage 3 Coding with Lego 

There was a great 

opportunity for 

pupils to develop 

their coding skills 

recently when they 

worked with the 

Lego WeDo 2.0 

coding system. 

Everyone worked in 

pairs to solve a number of real life problems by 

designing and programming a Lego robot. It was a 

great experience building with Lego and 

controlling robots  and will definitely be repeated. 

Penn Fields Plays Boccia 

Boccia is a type 

of bowling game 

accessible for all 

ages and abilities 

and, as part of PE 

Premium, the 

school has 

purchased 

equipment and 

resources to allow Lower School to play. Everyone 

had fun in the KS2 tournament and some will be 

returning for the area final in January because 

their team came first! Good to go Penn Fields! 

Elm Class Escapades 

Elm Class had a great Autumn term and have been extremely busy! They particularly enjoyed their 

Friendship Day where they celebrated everyone's similarities and 

differences. Wearing odd socks, for example, was a great way to express 

themselves and celebrate their individuality. It was great fun as well of 

course ... and who doesn't enjoy wearing odd socks? 

The class also took part in the school’s project involving natural art. Pupils 

went to the local allotments to collect materials and produced an array of 

different things such as crowns, leaves and 

mandalas, all using the natural materials. 

There was also a really fantastic 

trip to Ray’s Farm, focussing on 

the different colours at the farm 

and in particular the signs of 

Autumn. This was part of the Elm 

Class Colours and Seasons topic. 

Sixth Form Youth Club 

In December 

Sixth Form 

visited the 

German 

Market in 

Telford where 

they all 

enjoyed the 

Christmas 

lights and 

tasted the different foods. Even so, it was the meal 

at McDonalds meal which won the night. Tut! 



Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Update 
 

Expedition - Class 11 are continuing to work hard towards 

their bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. Early in September they 

completed their second practice expedition and again carried 

their big rucksacks on a walk of about 20km along local canal 

towpaths and disused railway lines. The weather was pretty wet 

so they all learned how important it is to wear waterproofs. The 

plan had been to camp at Baggeridge Country Park but the ground was so 

wet the group had to sleep (in tents) in the school’s sports hall. Better weather 

on the second day meant everyone completed the expedition successfully 

and the final assessed expedition will take place in early June 2018. 

 

Skill - Group 2 have been developing their first aid skills. They 

have been learning how to deal with choking, asthma, fainting 

and how to put a casualty in the recovery position. They have 

been practising using the school's resuscitation mannequins, 

supplied by the British Heart Foundation, learning how to perform 

CPR. 

 

Volunteering - Groups 1 and 3 have been doing fantastic 

work at the community allotments on Boundary way. Several 

plots needed clearing of weeds and rubbish ready to be used by 

members of the public. Clearing the plots has involved lots of physical work 

including digging, raking and chopping using a wide range of tools. 

Everyone involved really enjoyed the work and it made a huge difference at the 

allotments. 

Dates for Your Diary 

Teacher Training Days 2018 

The school will be closed to pupils on the 

following dates  

 Monday 26th February 

 Monday 16th April 

 Monday  4th June 

More detail on the web site: 

www.pennfields.com 
As part of the planned Key Stage 3 & 4 Youth Club 

activities, pupils visited Hollywood Bowling for their 

Christmas activity. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. 



Reminders for Parents/Carers  

 Annual Reviews and Educational Health 

Care Plan meetings are taking place soon so 

please check your letters for the 

appointment date any time, 

 Please remember that black school shoes 

are school uniform and no jewellery, apart 

from a watch and stud earrings, should not 

be worn at school. No trainers! 

Thank you for your continued support! 

On the Buses 

Year 10 pupils have started independent travel 

training where they have to prove they can travel 

from school to Wolverhampton Bus Station and 

back on their own and using public transport. 

Pupils also learn 

about personal 

and road safety 

and are guided 

to consider 

what they 

would do in an 

emergency, 

perhaps if the 

bus breaks 

down or they are running late. Four pupils have 

already successfully completed the course and 

four more are almost ready to take the test. Many 

pupils continue using school transport after they 

have passed the test but the aim is that they are 

prepared for independent travel when they move 

on to work experience or attend college. 

New Minibus for 

Penn Fields School 

Penn Fields has been so very fortunate to have a 

brand new minibus donated by the Transport and 

General Workers Union of the Goodyear factory. 

The Trustees of the fund visited the school and 

were so impressed by our pupils they decided they 

wouldn't simply make a donation towards the cost 

of a minibus - they would purchase a complete 

minibus for the school!  We are so grateful for their 

support. Thank you. Lower School PE 

Children from Elm and Oak classes have taken 

part in a cricket competition and also a Boccia 

competition, playing against teams from a range 

of different schools. Great fun was had by all and 

the teamwork, fair play and enthusiasm on display 

was a credit to the school and to everyone 

involved. We even managed to win one of the 

Boccia events! 

Next term we aim to give even more children the 

chance to take part in inter-school events so 

watch this space! 

Music News 

A group of Key Stage 3 pupils have been working with 

staff from the Wolverhampton Music School on the Our 

Music project which aims to develop musicianship, 

confidence, listening, social, performance and 

Instrumental skills. They have also been using percussion 

instruments and digital apps to change their voice and 

rhythms. The school choir have worked hard to support 

the Remembrance assembly and the Lower School 

Christmas production. 



What’s Happening in Science? 

Key Stage 4 students have been working on a project unit entitled 

Energy in the Home and Workplace and this has led to them 

undertaking a range of activities including experimental 

investigations and written work, as well as independent research to 

learn about energy usage in 

various locations. Also as part of 

this unit, they visited a local 

supermarket and carried out an 

energy audit where they identified the uses of energy, where energy 

losses were taking place and suggested how heat and electrical 

wastage could be minimised.  

This academic year, Year 7 pupils have made a great start in 

the Science curriculum. They have enjoyed looking at 

Laboratory Safety and used basic science equipment to carry 

out a range of Science 

experiments. They have 

also had fun finding out 

about the local 

environment, conducting a local traffic survey, maintaining the 

school pond, tidying up the school fields and measuring the age 

of trees around the playing fields. This has all been part of their 

work on the Life Skills curriculum. 

Careers Education Information & Guidance (CEIAG) 

The Autumn term was a busy time for Year 11. At the beginning of October they spent a week out of 

school on work experience, trying the world of work for the first time and gaining valuable experience 

in a wide range of skills they may need in their future. Feedback from employers was extremely positive 

with many praising the pupils’ enthusiasm to learn as well as their manners and communication skills.  

At the beginning of November the school organised the first Coffee & Careers afternoon where parents 

and carers were given the opportunity to talk to representatives from the City of Wolverhampton 

College, Wolverhampton Vocational Training Centre, Connexions and other post-16 providers, as well 

as staff from Penn Fields. It was extremely pleasing to see so many parents taking advantage of this 

opportunity and to start discovering the options available post-16. Feedback was extremely positive 

and this event will definitely be repeated in the future. 

Year 11 have also visited college and, following their transfer reviews, will be making their decisions for 

their post-16 placements over the next few months. Hopefully there will also be a visit to the new WVTC 

during the coming term. 

6th Form pupils will spend six weeks this term at Nova Training gaining practical experience in a wide 

range of work skills. Year 10 will also visit Nova in April for taster sessions, as well as WVTC later in the 

year. 

Key Stage 3 pupils will start their CEIAG this term looking at their skills and abilities, places of work and 

potential post-16 destinations. 



Another Fantastic Term for Sport 

PE lessons 

Pupils have worked extremely hard learning new skills and improving their fitness levels, as well as 

refereeing or umpiring a range of different sports. There have 

been Team Games (football, TAG rugby and basketball), 

fitness (circuit training and boxercise strength exercises) as well 

as parkour, net and wall games (badminton, tennis and 

volleyball).  

6th Form Learn to Play Golf 

The 6th Form got the opportunity to learn a little golf with the 

help of an outside instructor. They are progressing really well 

and have been 

putting the ball 

extremely well. 

Dodgeball 

Two teams travelled to Tamworth to take part in a 

dodgeball competition and had a great time mixing with 

the other schools involved. Both Penn Fields' teams 

performed really well but Nikita's team made it to the final 

and won the Plate competition. The day was really good 

fun and a fantastic experience for all those who took part. 

Nurture 

Pupils in Nurture Group have been learning table 

cricket from Prakash, a cricket coach. They have 

really excelled at this and some very good scores 

and performances have come from Josh Clarke-

Hands, Chloe Shebbe-Charles, Theo Grant and 

Jakub Bernacki. Well done! 

Cross Country 

Although  the school went to the competition with a 

slightly depleted team, the pupils ran extremely well 

indeed. Well done to all the pupils who took part as none of them gave up and as a result we came 4th out of 

the seven schools competing. Amba Rogers finished a credible 7th place and Ciera Curtis-Warmer 16th, with the 

rest of the girls following close behind. Michael McIntyre finished 9th with Fadzie in 16th place. A brilliant effort by 

everyone against an extremely strong and competitive field. 

Sports Leaders 

Every Tuesday, during second and third period, pupils from Key Stage 4 (Group 3) have been teaching 

and leading groups from Elm and Year 7. This has been a huge success and staff have commented on 

how fantastic all of the pupils have been with the younger pupils in lower school.  



DATE STAFF/CLASS 

Wednesday 3rd January Miss Stanley 

Monday 8th January Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

10th January No assembly 

Monday 15th January Mr Yates 

17th January Mrs Griffiths’ Literacy Group 

Monday 22nd January Mr Fletcher – Year 10 

24th January Miss Moran’s literacy Group 

Monday 29th January Mrs Callister 

31st January Mrs Morris’s literacy group 

Monday 5th February Mrs Timbrell’s  Literacy Group 

7th February Mrs Stirling-Edge Year 11 

Monday 12th February Mrs Blower 

14th February Ash Class 

HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

28th February Oak Class 

Monday 5th March Mrs Morgan’s Literacy Group 

7th March Elm Class 

Monday 12th March Mrs McGregor 

14th March Acorn Class 

Monday 19th March Mr Hussain 

 21st March Nurture 

Monday 26th March Mr Jones 

28th March Easter Assembly 

29th March Chairs 2 pm final assembly 

School assemblies start at 9.45am 

If you would like to attend your child’s assembly please telephone 01902 558640 to make 

sure it has not been un-expectantly cancelled. 

ASSEMBLY ROTA SPRING TERM 2018 


