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Year 11 Work Experience 

Congratulations to all of the Year 11 students who recently success-

fully completed one week’s work experience. 

Year 11 spent a week on Work Experience during the last week of 

November giving them the opportunity of experiencing working life 

as part of their Preparation for Adulthood.  Students were found a placement in the industry in 

which they showed an interest.  Students attended placements in motor vehicle maintenance, child-

care, retail, hospitality, hair & beauty, sport & leisure  and construction.  A small group of students took part in work experi-

ence / business enterprise project within school, producing a wide range of Christmas crafts which the students sold to other 

students and staff at the end of the week.  

The school have received many positive comments from employers and these positive comments need to be shared with the 

school community.  

“From the start he was eager to learn and get stuck in... I passed customers onto him to complete the sale, giving the correct 

change every time and taking card payments… many customers commented on how fantastic 

his customer service was…” 

“I cannot praise her enough for the outstanding week she has had…” 

“We have many work experience students during the year and I can honestly say he has been 

one of the best. We’ll miss him and so will the kids…” 

“What a mature and responsible young person…” 

“It’s been a pleasure to work with her and I have seen her confidence improve in just a week!” 

“A confident and friendly attitude which has shone through the week.” 

Comments like these make us very proud as, once again, our students have shown to the  

employers what they can do. 

 

A message from Cooper the School Dog 

I have been working at Penn Fields with both students and staff for 7 months 

and I’ve had a great time.  I work with some students to ease their anxiety, oth-

ers to help calm them down & get back on track and for many more just to put a 

smile on their face when they see me.  When I was 12 weeks old, I started to go 

to school myself - Puppy School.  This involved me learning how to sit, stand and 

lie down on Ms Thackaberry’s command.  I’ve also learnt how to give paw, wait, 

stay and leave.  When I was ready, I was able to complete the Kennel Club, 

Puppy Foundation Assessment and I passed in October.  Woof Woof! 
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Children in Need 2019 

Thank you to all students and parents for their 

contributions towards the Children in Need ac-

tivities that took place on Friday 15th November 

2019.  All Penn Fields staff created a day’s worth 

of fun educational activities relating to Children 

in Need.  This in-

cluded a cake / 

sweet treat sale 

where students 

spent time bak-

ing and deco-

rating cake and 

biscuits, linked to 

their Food Tech 

lessons—Well Done Everyone. 

Dates for your Diary 

Christmas Jumper Day              Wednesday 18 December 2019 

Last day of Autumn Term      Friday 20 December 2019 - Students leave school at 1.30pm 

School Closed—Staff INSET Day              Monday 6 January 2020 

School Closed—Staff INSET Day              Tuesday 7 January 2020 

First day of Spring Term               Wednesday 8 January 2020 

Parents / Carers evening KS4 & KS5             Thursday 30 January 2020 

Parents / Carers evening KS1, KS2 & KS3              Thursday 13 February 2020 

Post 16 College Open Days 

Many Year 11 students will already be thinking about their next steps at post 16.  Some students will remain at Penn Fields 

School and will study in the Sixth Form, whilst some students will be ready to move on to College or a post-16 provider.  Stu-

dents and parents will have had the opportunity to speak with Mrs Stirling-Edge with regards to next steps.  Here are some 

college and post -16 provider open day dates, that will help better inform you of your child's next steps: 

Please visit the College Websites for specific times for each event. 

Rodbaston (South Staffs College) – 25th January 2020 

City of Wolverhampton College – 25th January 2020 

Walsall College – 18th January / 25th March / 23rd June 2020 

Dudley College – 18th January / 14th March / 10th June 2020 

WVTC was on 20th November 2020 – call Mr Potter on 01902 552274 for a visit 

 

Aluminium Drink Cans & Crisp Packet Collection 

Cole Andrews from Yr8, is collecting aluminium drink cans for his Scout group.  Cole’s Scout group are collecting the drink cans 

to raise funds for a new Scout hut; each can recycled gives the group 1p towards the build - please wash the aluminium drink 

cans before sending them into school.  Cole is also collecting crisp packets to help reduce the number of crisp packets that are 

placed in landfills across the country.  The crisp packets are sent to a recycling plant, sorted and separated by material compo-

sition. The separated items are then cleaned, shredded, and made into new recycled products.  Items go to reception. 

Makaton Corner 

Makaton is a unique language programme that uses symbols, signs and 
speech to enable people to communicate. It supports the development 
of essential communication skills such as attention and listening, compre-
hension, memory, recall and organisation of language and expression. 

For those who have experienced the frustration of being unable to com-
municate meaningfully or effectively, Makaton really can help. Makaton 
takes away that frustration and enables individuals to connect with other 
people and the world around them. This opens up all kinds of possibili-
ties. 

Top tips for signing with your child: 

Make sure you always speak when you sign - this 
can help to promote speech development 

Face your child so that they can see your hands, 
the signs and your facial expressions 

 


