
Newsletter Autumn 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD TEACHER 

Dear parents/carers, 

I hope you have all had a pleasant summer holiday and now we welcome our pupils back to school for the start 

of a new and undoubtedly exciting school year.  We have twenty-two new pupils starting at Penn Fields School 

and all seem to be settling in well with support from their new classmates.  It’s been a busy start to our new year 

with Year 11 taking-on a Duke of Edinburgh expedition and overnight camp. Acorn class are going to Kingswood 

for the ‘Forest Schools’ experience and Nurture group are going to ‘Stable Relationships’ in Telford to work with 

horses.  I look forward to meeting with you over the current term. 

External Examination Results 

Massive congratulations to last-year’s Year 11 and to the teachers and support staff who, between them,  

achieved another year of outstanding examination results. Five pupils in Year 10 passed GCSE ICT one year early 

with Ethan Tunstall achieving Grade ‘C’ whilst Navraj Nagra achieved Grade ‘B’ in Punjabi. The top GCSE results 

however were achieved by Nawaaf Koodaruth who is pictured below. Nawaaf started at Penn Fields School 

when he was five years of age and left us in July having achieved an ‘A*’ in 

Mathematics, an ‘A’ in English and Science, ‘B’ in ICT and ‘E’ in Art. He has 

been accepted by The Royal School to take A-levels in Maths, Science and 

ICT. Further examination success was achieved by Year 11 and Year 14 pupils 

in Functional Skills and a wide range of Entry Pathways accreditations. We are 

very proud of all of our pupils and recognise their hard work and the 

dedication and support they received from staff on their journey through 

school. As well as being proud of their academic achievements, we are even 

more proud of the impressive, thoughtful and caring young people they have 

become. We wish them all the very best of success in the future. 

The 2017 Wolverhampton ‘Digi’ Awards Evening, held at the Grand Theatre, 

was  once again a fabulous event celebrating the achievements of students 

and teachers in the field of digital film and media in all its forms. The 

competition was open to all Wolverhampton Schools and this year over 500 

entries were received for a range of categories. We are delighted to say that 

Penn Fields School continued its success as in previous years with pupils in Key 

Stage 2 winning the ‘Best Animation’. Six Key Stage 4 pupils were also runners-

up in the e-safety award so well done to all 

our pupils who made it to the finals. Since the 

awards began in 2011, Penn Fields has won 

sixteen awards and this is undoubtedly an 

outstanding achievement!  

Congratulations to all the pupils involved and 

to the staff who have taught and supported 

them. Well done! 

Wolverhampton ‘Digi’ Awards 2017 



Music 

2017 has been a very busy year for music at Penn Fields 

School. There have been visits to the Symphony Hall in 

Birmingham for Key Stages 3 and 5, Elm Class took part in 

the ‘Whole Class Music Project’ learning to play ukulele’s, 

recorders and African drums.  Year 9 were given the 

opportunity to work with Highfields’ students on the ‘Rock 

School Project’ which turned out to be great fun for all 

involved. Mr Wilcox, from the Wolverhampton Music Hub, 

worked with the choir and Year 7 on perfecting their 

singing skills. Pupils from Elm and Oak class attended a 

‘Sing 4 Summer’ event at St John’s Church. 

Year 8 pupils took part in a ’10 Pieces Day’ at the 

Wolverhampton Music School, performing with the Wolverhampton Symphony Orchestra and composing technic 

music and playing Samba. Our School Choir, together with a number of other city-schools, took part in ‘Singing in 

the Rain’ in Wolverhampton Queen’s Square. 

Using the Outdoor Environment 

Summer term allows 

pupils from all key 

stages to enjoy the 

outdoor environment 

and undertake lots of 

good quality learning 

about plants, animals 

and their habitats.  

Pupils from Nurture group, Year 7, 8 and Key Stage 4 

have used our outdoor areas including the school 

pond, woodland area and the sensory garden. They 

have discovered the different animal species that live 

there and noted the similarities and differences 

between living things, classifying them into their 

different groups.  

Acorn Class Explore the Great Outdoors 

 Acorn class have had a busy 

term taking care of the plants 

in our garden area and 

nurturing caterpillars which 

then turned into beautiful 

butterflies. They have enjoyed eating strawberries from 

our strawberry plants and releasing four butterflies into 

the wild. 

Speech and Language Support 

It has been another busy term with Speech & Language Support continuing to 

deliver a programme called ‘Lego Therapy’ to groups of students who adopt the 

roles of Engineer, Supplier and Builder and work together to produce a Lego 

creation. This distribution of roles allows pupils to practise joint attention, turn taking, 

sharing, problem solving, listening and general social communication skills. Tyler, 

Joseph and Thomas were treated to a morning at Wolverhampton Art Gallery to 

explore the Brick Wonders exhibition. 

During the year we have also increased our use of Makaton across school. Makaton is a language programme 

using signs and symbols to support spoken word and helps with communication. We run a weekly Makaton group 

where a small number of pupils, our ‘Makaton Champions’, learn various topic-based vocabulary signs. It is their 

job to then demonstrate to the rest of their class the signs they have learned during the week. Our Champions for 

this year are Annie, Joshua, Olivia, Cole, Safa and Romnjeet. Well done. 

Mrs Smith, Penn Fields’ Speech and Language Technical Instructor has retired after 26 years of service to the 

school and we wish her all the very best in her retirement. Mrs Richardson and Mrs Roalfe will continue in their roles 

and also take-on Mrs Smith’s case-load, working alongside our Speech and Language Therapist Hayley Brett. 



Independent Travel Training 

Visits on the bus for Key stage 4 pupils 

Pupils have once again had a very successful year studying the Travel Skills course. Twelve 

Year 10 pupils passed first time and are now well prepared for when they travel to their 

work experience and then later-on to college. Some of these pupils will now hopefully 

travel to school independently when in Year 11. All pupils enjoy travelling on the bus and 

visiting places like Bantock Park, the old school at Penn Fields (now being redeveloped of 

course) and the Art Gallery in Wolverhampton.   

African Animals 

For their theme work in the summer term Elm 

Class have been finding out about African 

animals. They went to the West Midlands Safari 

Park and had a wonderful time handling some of 

the smaller animals as well as looking for 

dinosaurs! 

Whilst they 

were there, 

staff at the 

Safari Park 

commented 

on the 

excellent 

behaviour of our pupils—so well done everyone. 

We are very proud of you. 

Science Work 

Year 9 pupils 

have worked 

really hard this 

term finding out 

what happens to 

food when we 

eat and how our 

body makes 

energy to keep 

us active and 

healthy. To do this, they worked with a wide range of food 

samples, carrying out various tests then doing physical 

activity and measuring health data before and after 

exercise. Some pupils in Year 9 then presented a Science 

assembly to explain their findings to the whole school. 

Photography Exhibition 

It has been a very exciting 

summer term in the Art 

Department. Sixth Form pupils 

have worked with artists Moya 

Lloyd and Geoff Broadway to 

combine photography and 

collage work inspired by a series 

of visits to Boundary Way 

Community Gardens. This work 

will go towards achieving an 

‘Arts Award’ accreditation and 

their work was also exhibited at 

the Newhampton Arts Centre as part of the Wolves Photofest. A 

special well done to Jordan Williams who was asked if he would sell 

his work to a visitor at the exhibition. How amazing is that? 

Wolves in Wolves Exhibition 

Pupils from Penn Fields have taken part in a City-wide project involving decorating a wolf 

sculpture for an exhibition. Pupils had to research old maps of Wolverhampton and had to 

think about what makes Wolverhampton great. They used their research to help determine 

how to decorate their wolf for the ‘Wolves in Wolves’ exhibition, which runs from July to 

September. The Penn Fields’ wolf is currently on display in Wolverhampton Art Gallery. 

Old Tree 

Nursery 

Acorn Class 

enjoyed their 

visit to Old 

Tree Nursery. A 

volunteer 

helped make 

a Fairy 

Garden and 

showed how to plant sunflower seeds 

and Acorn really liked planting and 

designing our own fairy garden. It was a 

great place to explore and everything 

the children made is now in our outdoor 

area at school. 



Year 9 Annual Residential Visit 

Gelliwig – May 2017 

In May, fourteen Class 9 pupils had a fantastic 

week-long residential visit to Porthmadog in Wales. 

This was part of their Geography topic about UK 

National Parks with a focus on Snowdonia. They 

visited Coed-y-Brenin, Beddgellert, Greenwood 

Forest Park and Black Rock Sands. Activities 

included hill walking, rock scrambling, river stepping 

stones, playing on the beach, crabbing, sledging, 

archery, a water slide and even riding the Green 

Dragon rollercoaster at Greenwood Forest Park. 

Staff and pupils had an amazing time, everyone 

behaved exceptionally well and everyone tried 

really hard on the activities. The weather was super-

sunny all week. 

Geography at Chester on Zoo 22nd June 

This term Class 8 have been learning about animal 

conservation. They have increased their understanding of 

endangered animal species, the ‘IUCN Red List’ and the role 

of zoos in conservation. The visit to Chester Zoo was a huge 

success and Class 8 learned a lot about why animals are 

endangered and what we can do to help. Pupils also ‘met’ 

quite a number of endangered animal species including red 

pandas, rhinoceros, elephants and orang-utans. 

  

Elm and Oak at Dudley Zoo 

As part of their topic work on Animals, Elm Class and Oak Class went to Dudley 

Zoo and were able to 

feed the lorikeets and 

meerkats.  

The visit was funded 

through the Charlie Whale 

Memorial Fund and this 

gave the children 

involved an experience 

they otherwise might not 

have had. 

Key Stage 1 & 2 Friendship Day  

Key Stages 1 & 2 celebrated ‘Friendship Day’ to coincide with Oak Class’s ‘Moving 

Up’ Assembly. As part of our special ‘Friendship’ day, pink balloons were released 

in memory of Charlie Whale. In the afternoon the children were entertained by Pee 

Wee who was great fun and made everyone laugh. This was another event funded 

by the Charlie Whale memorial fund and it was a special day providing an 

opportunity to think about the value and importance of our friends. 



Penn Fields Summer Prom 2017 

Our ‘Moving-On Prom’ took place this year 

on Friday 23rd June. The hall was decorated 

with a tropical theme and fruit cocktails 

were ready and waiting! The arrival of the 

pupils is often the best part of the evening 

for both staff and parents and this year 

proved no different. Everyone arrived in a 

wide range of transport including a 

stretched-limo, a Porsche and a 

Lamborghini, to name but a few. It was wonderful to see how amazing 

everyone looked with the boys suited and booted and the girls in their 

best prom frocks. Once again it was a great success and a wonderful evening was had by all. 

Coffee and Careers - November 10th from 2pm 

In response to lots of questions from parents and carers about post-16 destinations, we 

are inviting representatives from a variety of providers to school on November 10th. All 

pupils from Year 7 upwards, along with their parents and carers, are invited to attend 

the event to begin to consider the future options available to them. This will replace the 

current arrangement of Providers attending on parents evening and, as a result, we are 

hoping many more of you will be able attend and begin the process of planning for the 

future, whilst making contact with Professionals who will guide your young person 

through the next phase of their education/training. We look forward to seeing you. 

Nurture & Year 7 Overnight Camp 

Nurture group and Year 7 had a fantastic time 

camping which was in the school sports hall because of 

wet weather. There was an active afternoon playing at 

Go Kidz Go! then returning to school to go swimming, 

followed by pizza, chips and ice-cream. In the evening 

the tents were set-up and everyone watched a film 

before finally getting a few hours sleep. This was a 

lovely way to end a very busy term.  

Nurture Group - a pizza the action … 

Nurture put their food skills to 

the test recently when they 

made pizzas. They had 

carefully designed their pizzas 

earlier this term and in 

previous lessons they had 

learned about food hygiene 

and how to safely use kitchen 

equipment. Everyone had a 

great time and they all took tasty looking pizzas home. 

Class 8’s Work is Rubbish! 

Class 8 has 

been learning 

all about 

recycling and as 

part of this work 

they produced 

door signs for a 

room in their 

home using 

material from 

the school's recycling boxes. All pupils produced some 

fabulous work and enjoyed learning how to reduce 

their carbon footprint and make their homes more 

environmentally friendly. 

The Science of Healthy Eating 

In Science this term, Oak Class have been learning 

about healthy eating and really liked tasting different 

foods and finding out about various food groups. Of 

course, the some pupils were also having fun on their 

overnight camp eating all that pizza, chips and ice-

cream … but we’re all allowed a few pleasures in life! 



PE Newsletter 

Penn Fields has once again had a fantastic Summer Term of Sport. During 

lessons pupils have all been able to experience Sailing, Athletics, Golf, 

Tennis, Rounders, Cricket and Fitness. They have also taken-part in 

challenge games such as Orienteering, Team Building and Trust Games. 

Many of the pupils have progressed very well indeed and all now have the 

ability or knowledge of how to keep fit through exercise and know how to 

run, jump, throw, catch, bat, field and strike a ball further, faster and more 

accurately.  

This year we have been adding to our new Assessment System, Skills2Achieve, which has seen all our pupils from 

Oak to 6th Form progress and improve at their own pace. 

The school teams have also performed extremely well in the inter-school 

competitions, especially considering many have competed against students 

from other schools who are older than they are. Penn Fields has taken part in 

a wide range of sports and outdoor educational activities including Special 

School events and tournaments in Netball, 6’s Football, Rounders, and 

Indoor Athletics.  In an inter-school athletics tournament Melissa Bradley, 

Tyrese Dunkley and Leo Wainwright finished 1st in their 100m event. Melissa 

Bradley also finished 1st in the High Jump and many pupils achieved 2nd 

and 3rd place finishes as well. Overall Penn Fields finished third out of seven 

schools. It has been very pleasing to see the number of pupils who have 

competed on behalf of the school this year … more than forty! 

Everyone in Year 11 also took part in Young Leadership activities which involved them teaching Oak, Elm and Ash 

classes on Friday mornings. It also involved organising a whole day event at Westcroft where six other schools took 

part in activities in the morning and a competition in the afternoon. 

PE Clubs at Penn Fields 

Clubs have been running every lunch-time throughout 

the term and these have been very successful with 

excellent numbers, well over fifty, turning-up each week 

and we think this is an amazing achievement. Well 

done to all those that give up their lunchtimes. 

All Year 11 were entered into five modules at Entry Level 

for 'Healthy and Fitness'. Everyone passed these 

modules at either Entry level 2 or 3 so it was a superb 

effort by all the pupils. 

Well done to all pupils of Penn Fields School this term. It 

has been a wonderful year of sport with lots of 

successes and I hope to see even more next year. 

Everyone involved should be very proud of their 

learning and progression. Keep up the hard work.  

The Library –  Pupils' Reading …. 

‘Reading feeds the imagination and opens up a 

treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious minds’ 

Each half term, 

Ms Morris’s Key 

Stage 3 Literacy 

group have been 

sharing stories 

with Ash Class in 

the revamped 

Library. It has 

proven to be 

very successful 

and all the pupils have enjoyed the experience so we 

are looking forward to continuing our regular get-

togethers next term. 

All the pupils have enjoyed sitting on the new bean 

bags, searching the shelves and book browsers for 

books and cuddling up with some of the soft toys and 

hand puppets while they read together. The newly 

decorated wall has also created lots of interest. The 

next step is making sure ALL pupils continue to have 

easy access to books and enjoy reading them at 

school and also at home. 



British Values Day on 20th July 2017 

‘Penn Fields school prepares pupils positively for a life in 

modern Britain and promotes the fundamental British 

values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty and 

mutual respect for tolerance of those with different faiths 

and beliefs and for those without faith.’ 

Pupils across all Key Stages celebrated 

British values through a fun-packed day of 

activities. They learned about the 

Monarchy and the origin of the British flag 

and older pupils re-enacted a criminal law 

court, teaching them to accept 

responsibility for their behaviour and tolerance and respect for others. 

These activities were followed by a traditional British lunch of fish & 

chips and later everyone had a very British traditional afternoon tea. 

A theatre company also visited school to work with Key Stage 3 to create a ‘play in a day’ and all those involved 

rose to the challenge by planning and performing an outstanding assembly for the whole school to watch. This 

enabled the pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence. 

School Uniform 

Please note that black school shoes (not trainers) are part of school uniform and jewellery, apart from a watch 

and stud earrings, should not be worn at school. Mobile phones are allowed for pupils who are independent 

travellers but they should be given to the school office for safe-keeping and collected at the end of the day. A 

reminder also that extreme haircuts are not allowed. 

Most pupils have arrived this term looking very smart in their new school uniform so your support is appreciated in 

helping to maintain our high standards. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Reminders to Parents: Educational Health Care Plans Meetings 

Annual Reviews and Educational Health Care Plan meetings are starting in early October. Please check any 

letters you have been sent for the appointment date and time and please let us know if you need to arrange an 

alternative appointment time. 

Autumn Term Dates  2017 

  Term Time: Monday 4th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017 

  Half Term: Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 

  Staff Training Day: School Closed to pupils on Monday 30th October  

  Term Time: Tuesday 31st October to Wednesday 20th December 2017 

  Staff Training Day: School Closed to pupils on Tuesday 2nd January 2018 

  Pupils return for the Spring Term on Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

For further help or any enquiries  

please contact the school office on 

01902 558640 or office@pennfields.com 



 ASSEMBLY ROTA - AUTUMN TERM 2017 

School assemblies start at 9.45am. 

If you would like to attend your child’s assembly please telephone 01902 558640 to make sure it has not 

been cancelled unexpectantly 

DATE CLASS /GROUP/ STAFF 

Wednesday September 6th Miss Stanley 

Friday 9th Mr Roalfe 

Monday September 11th Reverend Ben – St Barts 

September 13th Mrs Morris’s Literacy group 

Monday September 18th Mr Yates 

September 20th Mrs  Morgan Literacy Group 

Monday September 25th Mrs Callister 

September 27th Mr  Hussain 

Monday October 2nd Mrs Griffiths 

October 4th Harvest Festival (School only) 

Monday 9th Mr Jones 

October  11th Class 10 – Mr Fletcher 

Monday 16th Nurture 

October 18th Elm Class  
October 23rd - 27th HALF TERM 

Monday October 30th Miss Moran’s Literacy Group 

November 1st Acorn Class 

Monday November 6th Mrs McGregor 

November 8th Remembrance Assembly School only 

Monday 13th Oak Class 

November 15th Year 11 - Mrs Stirling-Edge 

Monday 20th Ash Class 

November 22nd Mrs Blower 

Monday 27th Mrs Timbrell’s Literacy Group 

November 29th Christmas rehearsals 

Monday December 4th Reverend Ben – St Barts 

December 6th Christmas rehearsals 

Monday 11th December Christmas Dress Rehearsal 
December 13th Christmas production pm 

December 18th No assembly 

December 20th Miss Stanley – Final Assembly 

Good Work Assemblies Miss Stanley /Mr Roalfe /Mrs Payne/ 

Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Stirling-Edge/Dr Griffiths 


