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 Penn Fields School Nativity Production - December  2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was a joy to watch Key Stage 1 & 2 pupils presentation of Nativity Story. The children acted, 

sang and read beautifully and were a real credit to the Staff and Parents. The audience          

thoroughly enjoyed the two performances and laughed in all the appropriate places. It was 

lovely to see so many Parents and Family members, friends and Governors at the production, 

who showed their appreciation of the children with spontaneous applause.  The production 

was enhanced by the support of the school choir, who looked very smart in their new polo 

shirts, and also our percussion orchestra.  Many thanks to all the staff involved who not only 

worked very hard, gave the children such confidence to perform so well, but arranged         

costumes, set up scenery and so much more!  Well done children,  you are a credit to the 

school and we are very proud of you. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

A happy New Year to you all !  I hope you had a pleasant Christmas break and that you are enjoying the start of the new year.  We 

welcome our children back to a year that promises to be as challenging, exciting and eventful as the last.  

Thank you to all of those who supported our charity fund raising events.  The Remembrance Poppy appeal raised £180 and we also 

did our annual fund raising event for Children In Need.  The children and staff had some spectacular costumes and your donations of 

cakes and biscuits were very much appreciated.  We raised nearly £400, a wonderful effort for such a small school. 

I look forward to seeing you over the coming term. 

Miss E Stanley 



Mrs Morgan 

Year 8 Group 2 are          

currently working with      

visiting drama teachers 

from MAT Theatre group. 

They are creating a play 

based on the poor          

Victorian children of          

Birmingham. We are hoping 

the children will  perform 

their short play at the     

Crescent Theatre in            

Birmingham early next year.  

Some pupils in year 10 are 

completing a Bronze Arts 

Award. These boys have 

chosen to develop their 

computer aided design 

skills, using a programme 

called Sketch Up, with the 

help of Mr Morgan. Very  

Impressive! 

Pupils in Year 11 have 

worked really hard writing 

their own play, with a view 

to perform next spring for 

their Entry Level drama 

award. 

.  

 

 

 

6th Form Allotment and Gardening Work 

 

The students of 6th form have also been busy   

helping improve the school sensory garden. Pupils 

have been using hand tools to clear an area of 

brambles to help create an inviting, outdoor  

learning area for their fellow pupils. Hopefully by 

Spring 2017, pupils and 

staff will have finished 

the area and can move 

on to other projects in 

our garden. 

 

KS4 - Group 3 Mathematics Trip 

KS4 group 3 had a day at the races! We were looked 

after very well by the racing to school team and        

Wolverhampton racecourse staff. We were allowed to 

visit the jockeys weighing room where we weighed    

ourselves. We also went into the stewards’ room and 

walked onto the track. We measured the Parade ring to 

see how many horses could safely walk around it. We 

had our lunch in one of the hospitality rooms and 

watched two races from the terrace. After lunch we 

watched the horses go round the parade ring and then 

watched two 

more races 

close up. 

Some pupils 

even had their 

picture taken 

with a  winning     

jockey. A 

great day out,       

enjoyed by all.  

KS 4 Art 

Key Stage 4 pupils have    

created some wonderful clay 

sculptures on a 2 day      

workshop with visiting Artist, 

Richard Gibson.  They have 

been learning about the   

designs and work of William 

Morris and had a very        

informative and enjoyable visit to Wightwick Manor 

where many of his designs can be seen.  

This term sixth form have visited the Boundary 

Way allotments every Tuesdays to undertake a 

community service project for their local area. 

This aspect of ‘life skills’ work has been massively 

successful. We would like to say a big thank you 

to Howard Berry the Head of the Allotment  

Committee who has overseen all of the work  

experience. The Pupils have learned valuable 

new skills and have really enjoyed themselves, 

we look forward to returning in the Spring! 



 

Acorn Class  

This term Acorn Class have participated in six Forest 

School sessions.  They have loved the opportunity to 

experience a range of outside activities including 

mud pie making, making clay hedgehogs and fol-

lowing a forest trail. 

Acorn Class returned to Kingswood later in the term 

to participate in an “Animal Encounter.”  They have 

experienced small and larger animals.  They have fed 

the tortoise, brushed the rabbit and fed the sheep.  It 

has been an interesting and exciting opportunity.  

Acorn Class had a super 

trip to see Santa at the 

West Midlands Safari 

Park.  They saw lots of 

different animals on the 

safari, including a White 

Tiger, Elephants, Rhino 

and Lions.  Everyone en-

joyed watching the 

penguins swimming and 

being fed.  The highlight 

of the day was going 

through a magical grot-

to to see Santa.    

KS 1 & 2 and the School Choir performed an amazing 

production of ‘The Nativity.’  We had some fabulous 

reading from Ben J, Jasmina, Hayden, Sebastian and 

McKenzie to tell the Nativity story.  The school choir 

sang beautifully.  Each class contributed with some 

acting, singing, music or a dance.  It was a lovely 

Christmas Play and everyone was excellent.     

 

Oak Class  

Oak Class enjoyed taking part 

in European Language Day 

and learned about Italy and 

how to say a few Italian words.  

I think they liked tasting pizza! 

 

 

 

We had a great time 

visiting Old Park 

Nursery where we all 

met Father Christmas.  

The children then had 

the opportunity to 

attend the ‘Elf 

Academy’ and 

choose a present for 

someone special. 

 

History 

Class 7 has been studying the Great War, and 

have been learning about what life was like in 

the trenches. Part of the learning experience   

involved a very enjoyable visit to the Staffordshire 

Regimental Museum near Lichfield on 24th        

November. Pupils were able to explore a real 

trench, find out about gas attacks, trench foot 

and going ‘over the top’ into ‘No Man’s Land’. 

Everyone also got the opportunity to hold rifles, 

pistols, grenades and to wear World War 1        

uniforms. All of the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 

visit and their behaviour was exceptional. 

 

 

Together we have raised over £300 

 

Friday 18th November was Children in Need Day 

and as usual in Penn Fields we joined in with raising 

money for one of our favourite charities. Pupils and 

staff arrived in school dressed as their favourite TV 

or film character and took part in different activities 

during the day. Thanks to the generosity of our     

pupils, parents, carers and friends, we have sent 

over £300 to Children in Need.  

Pudsey Bear will be very happy! 



 

Year 11 Expedition 

Class 11 are continuing to work hard towards their Bronze 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. At the beginning of 

October they completed their second practice 

expedition. They again carried their big heavy 

rucksacks and walked about 20km along local  

canal towpaths and disused railway lines but this 

time camped at Baggeridge Country Park. The  

final assessed expedition will be just after Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

Penn Fields School Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

2016 marked the 60th birthday and therefore the diamond anniversary of the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. To celebrate this amazing milestone, for 

one year only, there has been an additional award – the Diamond Challenge. 

This involved setting yourself a personal challenge and committing to raise a 

minimum of £60 towards the DofE charity. Some of the staff at Penn Fields     

decided to take on this challenge. 

After months of hard training jogging mile after mile, in September Miss Moore 

took part in and completed the Carver Wolverhampton half marathon       

(13.1 miles or 21km). A fantastic achievement for anyone but almost               

unbelievable for someone with such little legs! She also managed to raise £170. 

       

 

    

 

 

 

Mr Dew, Mr Yates, Ms Morris and Mr Fletcher decided to do a cycle challenge and called their 

team the ‘Penn Fields Pedallers’. Each set themselves an individual distance goal ranging        

between 20 and 100 miles. With a lot of sweat and determination resulting in four saddle sore     

bottoms, they all achieved their distances and also managed to raise an amazing £682.                                   

Congratulations to Nathan Hadfield in Year 11.  His photograph 

‘Dahlia’ reaching the final of the Young Photographer            

Competition held by the Wolverhampton Photographic Society.  

Nathan’s photo was one of 10 picked from  over 100 entries from 

schools across Wolverhampton.   



Elm Class 

This Term Elm Class have be thinking about 

themselves and their friends They have had 

the opportunity to find out about what makes 

a good friend through a special day featuring 

‘Super Hero’s’ and lots of different activities.  

We have enjoyed the visit to the                  

Wolverhampton Art Gallery looking at         

different portraits and making clay faces. 

We went to the Elf Academy at the Old Tree 

Nursery to meet Father Christmas and his 

helpers and had a lovely time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid and Cooking 

Some of class 10 and all of class 

11 have been developing their 

First Aid skills. We are very       

fortunate to have been given 

some  resuscitation mannequins 

by the British Heart Foundation. 

This has allowed us to create a 

fantastic opportunity  enabling 

pupils to learn how to perform 

and practise CPR. 

Most of class 10 have been    

developing their cooking skills, using a variety of 

equipment, different ingredients and methods of 

preparation. They have discovered different ways 

to prepare potatoes, eggs, bread and pastries.     

 

Work Experience 

Year 11 work placements were moved to the beginning of October this year, taking place before      

pupils make their final choices for their post 16 placements. Pupils spent a week out of school in a wide 

range of venues including retail, motor mechanics, education & child care, hairdressing, hotel &         

catering. In probably our most successful work experience ever, 2 pupils have been offered part -time 

work & 1 pupil was offered the opportunity of an apprenticeship placement. Feedback from the work 

placements was extremely positive which is all the more encouraging from placements we haven’t 

used before.  

KS3 Competency Curriculum: Cycle Skills. 

In the current session of competency curriculum lessons pupils 

in Mr Yates group have been learning basic cycle skills. Pupils 

have learnt how to perform a simple safety check on their 

bikes as well as tips on how best to safely get on and off their 

bikes.  



Another fantastic term of Sport!!! 

PE lessons 

Pupils have worked extremely hard this term learning new 

skills and improving their fitness levels as well as refereeing 

or umpiring different sports. We have worked on Team 

Games (football, TAG rugby, and basketball), Fitness 

(circuit training, boxercise strength exercises),              

Gymnastics, Net and Wall Games (badminton, tennis and 

volleyball).  

Dodgeball 

6th Form travelled to Tamworth to take part in the     

Dodgeball competition and had a wonderful time mixing 

with other schools. The day was really good fun and a 

fantastic experience for all the students. 

Cross Country 

Although we went to the competition with a slightly     

depleted team, the pupils ran extremely well indeed. 

Well done to all the pupils who took part as none of the 

pupils gave up this year and it meant we came 4th out of 

7 schools. Brilliant effort everyone!!!!! 

Play Unify 

Tyriq, Tobias, Nikita and Tyrese Malcolm from year 10 took 

part in a day’s training at The Way in Wolverhampton. 

They were taught how to be a Sports Leader and how to 

run activities to encourage all pupils into taking part in 

playing sport. The pupils decided to run a Dodgeball club 

every Tuesday lunchtime and then went about              

encouraging pupils who didn’t normally take part in clubs 

to try it out. They were amazing during the day and have 

since really pushed the Club with record numbers of    

pupils attending. Well done. 

Boccia 

Nurture group had their first experience of a sports     

competition at Westcroft where they took part in the 

school Boccia competition. Overall they finished 3rd 

which is a huge credit to all of the group. We had a    

fantastic day and they all enjoyed learning a new sport.  

Sports Leaders 

Every Friday pupils from Key Stage 4 Group 3 have been 

teaching and leading P.E sessions to groups from Ash, Elm 

and Oak class. This has been a huge success and staff 

have mentioned how good the leaders have been in 

supporting lower school pupils.  

Lunchtime Clubs 

Sports clubs at Penn Fields have always been well  

attended but this term the numbers have been      

outstanding with around 60 different pupils attending 

the 6 lunchtime clubs. A big thank you and well done 

to all pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Competition 

At the end of each module of work, pupils in all years 

from Oak upwards take part in the Inter House com-

petition for the subjects that they have been learning. 

So far pupils have competed in football, TAG rugby, 

basketball, badminton and volleyball. Points are   

added up over the year for each of the houses and 

the results are announced at the end of the year. At 

the present time the houses are very close with only a 

few points separating all 3 Houses.  

Sports Clubs 

   

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Speech and Language 

Hi everyone! 

We have had a busy time during this term with newcomers to our caseload and 

it has been a pleasure to meet them and include them in therapy. It is good to 

see how well they have settled in and they are already making progress. 

We have continued to support our intervention groups and have introduced a 

class based programme for Acorn Class referred to as a ‘Circle of Friends.’ The 

programme is based on principles for improving communication as specified by 

Marion Nash, Educational Psychologist and Jackie Lowe, Speech and Language Therapist. Sessions are 

practical with fun games and activities and are graded to cover areas of language development, listening 

skills, social skills, critical thinking, self-confidence and self-esteem. Acorn Class have enjoyed the               

programme so far and really love singing ‘Roll the Ball’. 

We have also recently acquired licences for Clicker 7 software. It is anticipated that the software will be 

gradually introduced into both therapy and classroom practice during the coming year. Clicker 7 is         

believed to help pupils of all abilities to significantly develop their communication and literacy skills through 

differentiated speaking, listening, reading and writing activities. You might encounter some ‘homework’ 

based activities from us that are created from the software. When we are proficient users of course!!  

During September we launched our first speech and language coffee morning. The event was well attended by 

parents and we received positive feedback. As a result a further coffee morning is planned for January.  We   

welcome all parents of children on our caseload. Please feel free to attend if you are able to do so as it is a 

good opportunity to discuss communication targets and to learn our key Makaton signs. A reminder will be sent 

out beforehand and we look forward to meeting with you then. 

Ash Class 

Ash Class have had a fantastic term! 

The pupils have worked really hard 

and have made amazing progress! 

The children have really enjoyed all 

of the work that we have done on 

the Traditional Tales ‘Jack and the 

Beanstalk’ and ‘The Three Little Pigs’. 

They have participated in some 

wonderful role-play and related nu-

meracy tasks. 

We have celebrated Christmas in 

style this year! We had a wonderful 

visit to Telford Winter Wonderland. 

We saw the reindeers, made magic 

mince-pies with Mother Christmas, 

visited Santa and had a go on the 

Christmas rides. We also have made 

lots of Christmas treats for our fami-

lies, Christmas cards, gifts, calendars 

and place mats.  We also had a 

great time at our party too!   

 

SHARE GROUP PROVIDE   

REFRESHMENTS AT 

PENNFIELDS CHRISTMAS 

PRODUCTION 

As is now a Penn Fields         

tradition, our     

parents support 

group provided 

refreshments and 

a Christmas raffle for the    

lower school Nativity          

production. A huge Thank 

you to Share group members, 

and in     particular Jayne 

Morris and Dawn Hughes.  

Their efforts raised over £100 in 

funding to ensure Share 

group will     continue to thrive 

and be self supporting in the 

New Year! Many thanks to all 

our guests who purchased 

snacks and raffle tickets and 

a reminder that we will always 

welcome any new members 

wishing to join us in 2017! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 



For further help or any enquiries  

please contact the school office on   01902 558640 

ASSEMBLY ROTA - SPRING TERM 2017 

DATE STAFF/CLASS 

Wednesday 4th January Miss Stanley 

Monday 9th January Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

January 11th No Assembly 

Monday January 16th Mrs Griffiths’ Literacy Group 

18th January Mr Fletcher – Year 10 

Monday January 23rd Mrs Morgan’s Literacy Group 

January 25th Mrs Callister 

Monday 30th January Miss Moran’s literacy Group 

February 1st Mrs Stirling-Edge Year 11 

Monday February 6th Oak Class 

February 8th Mrs Morris’s literacy group 

Monday February 13th Mrs McGregor 

February 15th Mrs Blower 

HALF TERM 

Monday 27th February No assembly 

March 1st Elm Class 

Monday 6th  March Mr Yates 

8th March Ash Class 

Monday 13th March Mrs Timbrell’s  Literacy 

March 15th Acorn Class 

Monday March 20th Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

 22nd March Mr Craddock 

Monday 27th March Mr Jones 

29th March Mr Roalfe 

Monday 3rd April Mr Hussain 

5th April Easter Assembly 

Spring Term 2017  

Term Starts Wednesday 4th January 2017 

Half-Term Monday 20th February to Friday 24th February 2017  

Term Ends Friday 7th April 2017 

School re-opens to pupils Tuesday 25th April 2017 

 

 

 

Assemblies start at 9.45 am.  Please phone the school office if you need any further information 


