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Mary’s Knitting  
This year, Key Stage 1&2 have performed a 

simple and beautiful retelling of the Nativity 

story called Mary’s Knitting which was told by 

four narrators - Romnjeet, Ben, Destiny and 

Manraj. They told us how Mary was busy knitting 

a special blanket for Baby Jesus and how she 

was helped along the way by a star, five happy 

sheep, shepherds and three Kings.  

The Key Stage 3 & 4 choir and a the percussion 

group helped support the play with beautiful     

renditions of classic Christmas Carols. 

The children did an amazing job leaving both 

teachers an parents feeling so proud. 



This term Acorn Class 

have enjoyed taking 

part in Forest School        

sessions. They had 

the freedom to 

explore the forest 

environment,   

participate in a 

range of activities 

and had lots of fun.  

  

Sleeping Beauty 

Key Stage 1 & 2 Autumn VIP’s went to see Sleeping Beauty as part of their reward this term.  

Well done to all our Autumn VIP’s.  We look forward to more VIP trips next term.  

Ash Class had a great term. During lessons they have been looking at the traditional stories of 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Jack and the Beanstalk. The children have participated in 

story sequencing, writing and word recognition activities relating to those stories. In Music the 

children also had great fun exploring the Djembe drums, practising the rhythms and keeping 

to the beat. Not as easy as you might think but they did really well. 

We really enjoyed our class trip to Sycamore Adventure Centre at the start of the term. The 

children loved exploring the water play system and the adventure playground equipment.  

Ash Class also contributed to the festive decoration in school by creating a Winter Wonderland 

display where they applied the techniques they had been looking at in art to produce their 

own winter tree scenes. 

  

Ash Class 

Acorn Class 



Elm Class have had a great term and  have been very busy! Alongside our normal timetable, 

Elm Class have taken part in No Pens Day, Harvest celebrations, the whole school 

Remembrance Day commemorations and the Children in Need day. Pupils continue to learn 

about ‘Amazing Me’ in Theme and have produced some wonderful display work about this. 

The class particularly enjoyed the trips to Sycamore Adventure Centre, where they were able 

to explore and develop a range of physical and social skills. A return visit is planned during 

Spring term! 

 

 

 

 

Elm Class also really enjoyed the Forest School sessions, which will 

continue throughout the year. The children revelled in the child-led 

exploration and play ethos, whilst enjoying more focused learning 

opportunities as well. They will undoubtedly be looking forward to getting their wellies muddy 

over the coming months! 

Elm Class 

Oak Class have enjoyed a very busy and 

successful Autumn term.  They have taken 

part in lots of wonderful learning experiences 

such as Sycamore Adventure, visiting St 

Peter’s Church, and Winter Wonderland. They 

also went to the cinema and played football 

with the Wolves coaches and players. They 

really liked that one! 

Oak Class 

This term Nurture Class have been 

learning about Autumn and have 

made  some wonderful artwork and 

shared the story The Scarecrow Who 

Didn’t Scare in their assembly.  They 

really enjoyed an Autumn walk around 

Himley Park and especially their hot 

chocolate afterwards. 

Nurture Class 



KS4 /5 Autumn 2018 
It’s been a busy term in upper school. Year 10 have been settling into new routines and 

starting their coursework as well as beginning their Duke of Edinburgh award activities. New 

to both Year 10 and  Year11 this year has been the Options Afternoon where pupils are given 

a choice of activity. This term they have been exploring a variety of crafts, cooking, doing 

Zumba or taking part in Forest Schools activities. New choices for Spring term will include 

swimming, first aid and animal care. 

 

Year 11 completed a work experience placement at the 

beginning of term resulting in Leo Wainwright being  

offered an apprenticeship in painting and decorating – this 

is a huge achievement: well done Leo! 

Prior to their annual review, all Year 11 spoke with our 

Connexions advisor and are beginning to make their final      

decisions for post-16. 

 

Sixth Form have also had a busy term - Snack Shack continues to be a popular addition to 

Friday break-time and pupils continue to develop simple skills for independence in the 

kitchen. The sixth form allotment has been put to bed for the winter following an amazing 

harvest which included lettuce, tomatoes, potatoes, runner beans, broad beans, butternut 

squash, onions and various herbs. Unfortunately the sweetcorn was stolen by the badgers 

who cause chaos on the allotments. Planning is already underway for what will planted next 

spring but hopefully it’ll something badgers don’t like! 

Sixth Form are also working towards their silver Duke of 

Edinburgh Award by completing challenges, in this case  

walking earlier in the term, and relearning CPR and First 

Aid as a skill. 

The Christmas term ended with our annual trip to     

Hollywood Bowl for a morning of ten-pin bowling with a 

buffet lunch then an afternoon of activities around 

school.  A great time was had by all. 

Music 
This term the choir have been involved in Harvest 

and Remembrance assemblies performing specially 

selected songs. The choir also performed in the 

Lower School Christmas play.  



Technology  

Winter Warmers with Class 7 

As part of their Kitchen Skills module 

Class 7 have been looking at how to 

safely use the microwave, toaster and 

kettle. Having learned the skills they 

then made toast, popcorn and a 

range of hot drinks. Everyone chose a 

snack or drink they liked and some 

tried a new kind of snack or drink for the first time.  

 

Recycled desk organisers with Class 8 

Class 8 have been learning about Recycling. As part of 

this they studied the Reduce, Re-use, Recycle message 

and also looked at designing a desk organiser using 

cardboard they found at the recycling stations throughout 

the school. Pupils produced some exciting designs and 

were proud of what they have made.  Well done Class 8.  

 

Retro Game Consoles with Class 9 

Class 9 have been looking at games consoles from the 

1970’s to the current day. They discovered how 

technology has changed and the progress that has 

been made in the last fifty years. Pupils have played on 

a range of retro games machines including the Atari 

VCS, Commodore 64, Sega Mega-drive and Sony 

PlayStation. Everyone enjoyed seeing what video 

games children from past generation had played. 

 

Speech and Language Therapy 
Another fantastic term for us all in Speech and Language Therapy. The children have 

continued to work hard on their individual targets and others have been involved in some 

great activities in our social groups such as Lego Therapy, Friendship Street and Social Use of 

Language. 

Our Makaton Champions have been busy learning lots of new vocabulary and are becoming 

increasingly confident with their signs. We continue to enjoy Sign of the Week which can be 

found on www.wetalkmakaton.org 

We are now looking forward to 2019 and will continue to make therapy sessions fun and 

engaging. In the meantime, we hope you all had a safe and happy Christmas. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award continues to go from strength to strength and has now 

successfully been in-place at Penn Field School for 5 years. We have had more than fifty 

pupils successfully complete their Bronze Award and two Sixth Form pupils have completed 

the recently introduced Silver Award. 

Expedition - Class 11 are continuing to work hard towards their Award. Early in September 

they completed their second practice expedition where they once again carried their big 

rucksacks and walked about 20km along local canal towpaths and disused railway lines. The 

weather was pretty wet so they all learned how important it is to wear waterproofs. The 

weather was a bit better on the second day so everyone finished the expedition successfully. 

The final assessed expedition will take place in early June 2019. 

   

Expedition Skills – Year 10 have been practising skills they will need for their expedition next 

summer. They have learned about Trangia cooking stoves, tents, sleeping bags and camp 

foods. 

     

 

 

 

Volunteering – Year 10 Groups 3 and 4 have been doing fantastic work at the allotments on 

Boundary Way with the ‘Crafty Gardeners’. This was part of a community project sponsored 

by a local charity called the Leonard Cheshire Organisation.  

Year 10 Groups 1 and 2 and all of Year 11 worked in the school grounds to clear the wooded 

areas so they can now be used for Forest School activities and nature trails. They did an 

amazing job to clear away all the brambles, nettles and weeds. 

 



Silver Award – All of the Sixth Form have already completed their Bronze Award during Key 

Stage 4 so they are now enrolled onto the Silver Award. They have had a busy term doing lots 

of different activities. As part of their Physical section students have been Walking for Health at 

Baggeridge Park and were lucky to have some lovely weather each week. As part of their skill 

section they have been cooking and learning First Aid. Everyone also took part in the British 

Heart Foundation re-start which is a heart day to develop their CPR skills. 

               

Mr N.Fletcher 

Award Manager 

Children In Need 2018 

Thank you so much once again for helping us  

support this great charity. Everyone had a fabulous 

day and we raised nearly £400 from our cake 

sale thanks to your generous donations. 



SCIENCE  

This term Key Stage 4 have been learning about electricity 

and discovered a wealth of interesting facts about this topic 

using a range of different methods. 

Pupils made electric circuits to learn about materials which 

make good conductors and other materials which act as 

insulators. They also explored how batteries work and made 

their own batteries using fruit and potatoes.  Weird or what! 

 

Key stage 3 pupils worked on 

a range of topics in Physics 

including light and sound, 

space, electricity, magnets 

and forces. 

 

 

Sixth Form pupils worked to complete a unit called Health 

Care Professionals and carried out a few health tests as 

part of this module.  

 

Agora—a new way to pay 
At Penn Fields we have introduced a new online payment system 

which is now live and can be used by all Parents and Carers. You 

should already have received a  letter inviting you to register with the SIMS 

Agora system as these were sent to you with your child before the Christmas holiday. 

This new payment system has been introduced to improve the safety and security of your 

child as well as Penn Fields staff because in future there will be no need for cash to be used. 

 

From now on, this system is the preferred method of 

payment.  

The Penn Fields Administration Team are on hand during the school day to offer any support 

and guidance you may need in helping you to create your account and navigate you 

through the system if required. 



PE at Penn Fields School 
Classes have been taking part in many different activities over the last term. We have been 

looking at Team Based games (football, basketball and TAG rugby), Parkour (running, 

jumping, rolling and climbing), Fitness (circuit training, Boxercise, Tabata Training) and Net 

Wall Games (short tennis, badminton and volleyball). The level of fitness, skills and effort has 

been really impressive and improved to very pleasing level.  

Well done to all pupils this term. You should be very proud of your learning so keep up the 

hard work.  

Clubs have been running throughout the term as follows:- 

 
 

These have been very successful with excellent numbers turning out each week. We have 

around fifty different pupils attending ‘Sports’ clubs each week which is an amazing 

achievement. Well done to all those who give up their lunchtimes. 

 

Penn Fields Sports Teams 

Dodgeball 

We competed really well at the annual Dodgeball competition, beating the eventual 

winners in a group game. All the pupils had a fantastic day, mixing with other schools, 

competing at a high level and behaving superbly well as they always do. We finished in 

fourth place which was excellent considering a number of schools brought their sixth formers.  

Badminton 

Ten pupils went to the Badminton Tournament at Westcroft School and competed very well 

against really strong opposition. Individually Matty, Sean and Paige did very well. Overall we 

came a very credible third place which is very pleasing considering the standard set by the 

other schools. 

Year Group Day Activity Staff 

Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 Monday Football Mr Jones 

Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 Tuesday Dodgeball Mr Jones 

Key Stage 2 Tuesday 2nd Sitting Football Mr Fletcher 

Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 Wednesday TAG Rugby Mr Jones 

Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 Thursday Basketball Mr Jones 

Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 Friday Boxercise Mr Jones 

Key Stage 2 Friday 2nd Sitting Dodgeball Mr Fletcher 



 

Indoor Cricket 

Year 9 pupils took part in a mainstream cricket   

tournament at Ormiston Academy and won 

all but one game. They were absolutely 

superb on the day and really enjoyed 

themselves. We      finished in 2nd place and 

that was an amazing achievement. Well done 

Year 9. 

Well done also to the whole of Key Stages 2, 

3, 4 & 5 because they are a credit to the 

school and we can only hope for even further 

success in the  future. The numbers at the 

clubs and the      improving sports results show 

that hard work, dedication and patience will 

help us go from strength to strength. Well 

done again to everybody. 

 

Lower School PE 

Sycamore Adventure 

Classes across Key Stages 1 and 2 have 

enjoyed our recent trips to Sycamore 

Adventure in Dudley. This has been a 

wonderful place for our pupils to explore with 

growing independence and to develop a 

range of physical, communication and social 

skills. We look forward to further visits during 

the Spring Term.  

Parents and carers: please note that 

Sycamore Adventure is open during the 

school holidays and at weekends (see http://

www.sycamoreadventure.co.uk/play for 

timings. 

Football 

Earlier in the Autumn term, we played an 

away fixture at Haughton School, Madeley. 

The team participated really well and 

enjoyed themselves thoroughly, despite the 

pouring rain! We look forward to a return 

fixture in the New Year. 

 

Boccia Competition 

In December, two Penn Fields teams took part 

in a Boccia competition with a range of 

different schools involved. This is the second 

year running that we have attended the 

event and the pupils have taken really well to 

it. Well done everyone! 

http://www.sycamoreadventure.co.uk/play
http://www.sycamoreadventure.co.uk/play


ASSEMBLY ROTA SPRING TERM 2019 

Reminders to Parents:  

Annual Reviews and Educational Health Care Plan Meet-

ings are coming up, please check your letters for the   

appointment date and time,

A reminder also that black school shoes are part of 

school uniform and jewelry, apart from a watch and stud 

earrings, should not be worn at school. Thank you for your 

continued support. 

TERM DATES 

Spring Term starts 9th January 2019 

Half Term 18th—22nd February 

Pupils return to school Monday 25th February 2019 
and break up for Easter on Thursday 11th April 2019 

*Assemblies start at 9.45 a.m.   Please phone school on 01902 558640 to ensure assembly is still happening if you 

intend to come in to see your child’s assembly 

DATE STAFF/CLASS 

Wednesday 9th January Miss Stanley 

*Tuesday January 15th Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

16th January Elm Class 

Monday January 21st Mr Fletcher – Year 10 

January 23rd Mrs Griffiths 

Monday 28th January Mrs Blower 

January 30th Mrs Morris’s literacy 

Monday February 4th Oak Class 

February 6th Mrs Stirling-Edge Year 11 

Monday February 11th Mrs Janos 

February 13th No assembly 

HALF TERM 

Tuesday 26th February Reverend  Ben – St Bart’s Church 

February 27th Mrs Morgan’s Literacy group 

Monday 4th  March No assembly 

6th March Mrs Sharp 

Monday 11th March Miss Moran 

March 13th Acorn Class 

Monday March 18th Mr Hussain 

 20th March Mr Jones 

Monday 25th March Nurture 

27th March Ash Class 

Monday 1st April Mr Yates 

3rd April Mrs Whitmore’s literacy group 

Monday 8th April Easter Assembly – whole school 

10th April No assembly 

Thursday 11th April 2pm final assembly - whole school 


