
Newsletter - Summer 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The third and final term of the 2017-18 school year promises to be a very busy one. There are a number of         

residential visits organised - a group of Key Stage 2 pupils have an overnight visit to Kingswood Centre and some 

of our Year 9 pupils are on our annual visit to Gelliiwig in Wales.  There will also be a 6th form residential visit to the 

Quinta Centre in Oswestry.  Year 11 pupils are working very hard getting course work completed to be sent off 

to external examiners. They will also be undertaking the expedition section of the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

Award which includes an overnight camp.  They will have a Leavers Prom for all upper school pupils on Friday 

15th June and they will  leave school on Friday 29th June.   

I hope I can catch up with you on Parents evening which will be held from 6 – 8 pm on Wednesday 20th June. 

 Miss E Stanley - Head Teacher 

Upper School Sport Relief 2018 

On Friday 23rd March 2018 pupils and staff came together to raise as much money as possible for Sport Relief. This 

year the theme was Whatever Makes You Move. 

The day started at 6.30am with Mr Fletcher cycling 25 miles from his home in Newport to 

school. What a start, though he then had to do the same again on the way home. Wow!! 

Mr Jones then arrived at school and started his stationary bike ride at 7.50am, finishing at 

8.30am and completing around 20 miles. The staff at Penn Fields then had their own time slots 

throughout the day so that the bike was kept constantly ’moving’ until just after 3 o'clock. 

At the end of the day the staff completed 212.9 miles including Mr Fletchers HUGE 50 mile 

ride—that’s a distance equivalent to riding from Wolverhampton 

to Cardiff and back, Wolverhampton to Cambridge and back, 

Wolverhampton to Waterford, Kilkenny or Belfast Ireland or even Wolverhampton to 

Guernsey.  

Throughout the week of 17th-23rd March all Penn Fields pupils from Oak to 6th Form took 

part in twelve different challenges throughout their PE lessons that ranged from speed 

bounce to holding the plank, basketball shooting and even who could hula hooping 

the longest? On Friday 23rd Key Stage 3,4  and 5 spent an afternoon where they at 

least a one mile run or walk then came to the Sports Hall to take part in many different 

activities including the stationary bike, rowing machine, skipping, badminton, boccia 

and hula hooping, etc. 

This was an amazing week and pupils, staff, parents and carers raised  over  £1000.00 

Thank you all so much for your support for this very worthy charity.  



 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

 

Key Stage 4 groups have continued to work hard towards their 

Bronze Award despite some very poor weather this term.  

Volunteering  

Group 2 have been doing some fantastic work at the Albrighton 

Moat Project. They have completed a variety of jobs that involved 

lots of physical work such as digging, raking, sawing and chopping 

using various different tools. The pupils have really enjoyed the 

work and have made a huge difference at the Moat.  

Skill  

Group 1 and 3 have been developing their 

First Aid skills. They are learning how to deal 

with choking, asthma, fainting and how to put 

a casualty into the recovery position. They 

have also been making good use of the 

resuscitation mannequins, given to us by the 

British Heart Foundation, by learning how to     

perform CPR. 

 

Sixth Form  

New to the curriculum this year is the introduction of the 

Silver Award for Sixth Form as this seemed a logical 

progression because most of the pupils have already 

completed their Bronze Award. Lots of gardening work 

has been completed on the allotments, which is 

contributing towards the ‘Skills’ section. Running the 

school Snack Shack during break each Friday is being 

used as a ‘Volunteering’ activity and regular 

participation in PE and sport enables pupils to follow the 

‘Physical’ section. They have also been learning about 

First Aid and how to carry out CPR. In the summer term 

they will be practising for their first Silver expedition. 



Elm Class 
Elm Class have had another great term! The 

children have been working hard in lessons and 

have really enjoyed the various special days that 

we’ve had… 

We took part in the Big School Bird Watch where 

Elm pupils observed a range of birds and recorded 

them on their tally sheets. The binoculars were very 

popular! 

Elm Class also had a wonderful trip to Cannock 

Chase Museum, as part of our Toys theme. The 

children explored a range of old toys, took part in 

some old-fashioned games and used art and craft 

to create a peg doll. 

KS 4 GROUP 2 
Pupils in KS4 group 2 have been studying about 

their role in UK society. They have learned about 

general elections, political parties, who can vote 

and how to vote. Pupils created their own 

political party and thought of some very good 

policies. They also enjoyed making rosettes and 

recorded a short video which will be shown in 

assembly in the summer term. The group also 

decided upon issues they would like to vote on: 

they voted to keep full time education 

compulsory, not to reduce the voting age to 16 

and not to change the age of marriage. To do 

this they took part in secret ballots.                                                

HISTORY 

World War 2 

Year 9 have been 

studying World War 2. 

They have learned about 

life on the ‘Home Front’ – 

evacuation, rationing 

and the role of women in 

the war effort and 

they also spent time 

learning about the 

Holocaust. This topic 

involved a very 

interesting trip to 

Cannock Chase 

Museum for a World 

War 2 Experience Day. 

Everyone really 

enjoyed dressing up 

and acting a scene 

about war-time 

children being 

evacuated. 

 



There has been some fabulous art work this term.  

Pupils have been working with a variety of visiting 

artists to create collages, photography and digital 

art. Some pupils have been on art trips to The 

Newhampton Arts Centre and Boundary Way 

allotments. 

 

Lower School PE 

This term, a number of children from Lower 

School took part in a multi-sensory event 

called SMILE. There were various challenges 

and tasks for the children to attempt which 

were enjoyed by everyone. SMILE was 

definitely an apt name for the event! 

Unfortunately, the poor weather led to some 

other events being cancelled. Bring on the 

summer! 

A group of Key Stage 3 pupils have been working 

with staff from the Wolverhampton Music School 

on the ‘Our Music’ project to develop 

musicianship, confidence, listening, social, 

performance as well as instrumental skills. This 

term they have been working alongside 

Highfields students on a project with ‘The Rock 

School‘ and have performed in two short 

concerts. 

The School Choir have been working with Mr 

Wilcox from the Music School and sang at the 

Easter Assembly.  

A group of Key Stage 3 pupils attended a 

concert at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham 

which they all greatly enjoyed. 

 



Oak Class enjoyed a visit to 

the Think Tank in Birmingham 

as part of their science work.    

Everyone had a fantastic 

day and the children 

explored space, robots, 

forces, role play activities, 

dinosaurs and also saw some 

amazing machines and 

gadgets. W definitely have 

some budding scientists at 

Penn Fields school! 

Elm Class 

 

Pupils from Key 

Stage 4 have taken 

part in a recycling 

activity where they 

have collected 

household waste materials and taken them to a 

recycling point outside Sainsbury’s store. Pupils 

discovered the importance of sorting waste 

materials and then ensuring the correct rubbish 

goes into the appropriate bins.  

QR codes are finding their place in education 

and pupils in upper school have enjoyed learning 

about different types of materials by using the QR 

Code scanner App on their iPads.  

They learned facts about materials in a fun way 

whilst winning some prizes in the process too! 

Class 8 T-Shirt 

Designs 

In DT Class 8 have been designing and making 

their own t- shirts. Pupils used the design process to 

produce a range of ideas for a t-shirt. Using their 

own judgement and the help of their peers they 

chose their final idea and created it using t-shirt 

transfer paper. Everyone involved had a great 

time, found out about textile design and made a t

-shirt to take home.  Well done Class 8. 
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Pupils in Oak Class and Key Stage 3 have been looking at different 

team-based games (hockey, handball and Tchoukball), fitness (using 

ladders and agility equipment), striking and fielding (cricket, non stop 

rounders, kick ball, Danish long ball and Quad Athletics (run, jump, 

throw and relays). The level of fitness, skills and effort has been really 

impressive and improved to a very satisfying level.  

Key Stage 4 have been able to take part in Striking and Fielding (kick 

ball rounders, Danish Long Ball, cricket, non-stop rounders and    

baseball) and Quad Athletics (run, jump, throw and relays). Key Stage 

5 have been looking at fitness (such as boxing), team-based games 

(such as hockey, handball, Tchoukball), net games (such as Badminton 

and Tennis) and Quad Athletics. 

Well done to all pupils this term. You should be very proud of your 

learning so keep up the hard work.  

Clubs have been running throughout the term as follows: 

 

These have been very successful with excellent numbers turning out each week. We have around fifty different 

pupils attending ‘sports’ clubs each week and this is an amazing achievement. Well done to all those that give up 

their lunchtimes. 

Penn Fields Sports Teams 

Basketball 

A Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 team travelled to Lichfield to compete in 

the annual Basketball Tournament. Both teams played well with both Key 

Stage 3 and 4  finishing third. An amazing day was had by all with some 

brilliant performances from Tyriq, Tobias and Sean who were all noted as 

excellent players by other staff. 

TAG Rugby Tournament 

For various reasons, Penn Fields travelled to the tournament with a 

depleted team but there was some exceptional skill levels from Nikita, 

Dylan, Tyreece and Sam Skitt. Key Stage 3 were phenomenal all day and won the Under 14s tournament whilst 

Key Stage 4 finished a credible third place in a really tough League. Well done. 

Key Stage 4 Group 3 

The pupils in this group organised, set and ran a Multi Sports Event at Westcroft in January where around 60 pupils 

were taught the 4 sports of seated volleyball, handball, tchoukball, dodgeball and netball during the morning 

and then ran a competition during the afternoon. Another very successful day which really brought out the 

leadership skills of all of the group. An amazing effort once more. 

Once again, well done to the whole of Key Stage 2, 3, 4 & 5—you are a credit to the school and we can only 

hope for even further success in the future. The numbers at the clubs and the improving sports results show that 

hard work, dedication and patience will help us go from strength to strength. Well done everybody. 

Year Group Day Activity 

Key Stage 3 & 4 boys Monday Football 

Key Stage 1, 2 & 3 Tuesday Dodgeball 

All year groups Wednesday Badminton 

All year groups Thursday Basketball 

All year groups Friday Boxing 



On 24 January 2018 Penn Fields school was visited two Ofsted inspectors, which 

was our first visit since our last inspection in December 2012. They concluded 

the school remains Good but there was strong evidence that we are improving 

towards Outstanding and this was the best possible outcome from the 

inspection under the new Ofsted guidance. The Lead Inspector’s comments 

include that “Penn Fields is a happy relaxed school…pupils are invariably 

polite, respectful and responsive, keen to talk about their school. They behave 

very well in all circumstances… The atmosphere in school is warm and supportive. There is a 

positive climate for learning…  Pupils said they feel safe and well looked after at school…  

Pupils achieve very well…  In 2017, the pupils’ results were the best ever for the school…  Sixth-

form students are proud of their school, describing it as ‘fantastic’ and ‘amazing’.” 

We were very pleased the inspectors recognised the real strengths of Penn Fields and took the 

time to find out what the children think about their school. They also helpfully identified some 

next steps for the school to take to perform even better and it is our intention to work through 

these and be ready to gain an ‘outstanding’ grade at the next inspection, which will be within 

the next two years. Thank you to all the parents who replied to the online survey using the 

online Parent View system, or spoke directly to the inspectors on the morning of the inspection.   

The Shakespearience 
The life and works of Shakespeare will be celebrated as part of a free, action-packed arts      

festival for all the family. 

 

Students from Highfields, Penn Fields and 

Wolverhampton College are working 

together to stage ‘The Shakespearience’ 

at the Light House in Fryer Street, on April 

21st. 

 

It will feature free creative workshops for 

kids, film screenings, an animation station, 

sensory room, live music and poetry 

recitals, as well as dance and drama 

performances of Macbeth and Romeo 

& Juliet to celebrate the Bard’s life and 

works. 

 

The event, which will run from 12pm-5pm, 

is free to attend and open to visitors of all 

ages 



 

 

 

With my class, I went to an outdoor activity centre called Towers! We stayed there for 2 nights and 3 days. It was 

very exciting and fun because I did lots of different types of activities, and it was very cold. I shared a room 

called a dormitory with Theo, Joseph and Cameron.  

The activities we did were: Pictionary, canoeing, orienteering walk, Zip wiring and a tree swing. My favourite 

activity was the tree swing because I made Tarzan noises. When we went on the orienteering walk, Myself, 

Cameron, Theo and Grendan were stuck in the mud and we all fell down. Everybody helped each other but 

me, so I had to get up myself because they just left me and carried on walking.  

On the last night at Towers, we had a bonfire, toasted marshmallows and we were looking up at the stars. We 

had to make our own sandwiches with apples, flapjacks and some other stuff as well! On the second day, in the 

morning, we had bacon and egg for breakfast. We had hot chocolate each night before bedtime to help us 

sleep better. Miss Moore took a lot of pictures and videos when we were doing lots of different, fun activities. I 

really enjoyed this experience at Towers and would love to do it again. 

Towers Residential by Kerim—Year 7 

 

CEIAG 
It’s been a busy term for Careers education as Year 11 have 

made their final choices and completed applications for their 

chosen post-16 provider. This year there are similar numbers 

choosing to go to WVTC (Wolverhampton Vocational training 

Centre) as are going to college, while another five pupils have 

been offered the opportunity to remain in the Penn Fields Sixth 

Form. 

Our Leavers from Sixth form have gained places on various 

courses also at Wolverhampton College. 

At the end of February ‘Enable- Supported learning Services’ 

visited school and talked to Year 11 and parents about what 

they can offer young people with disabilities enter the 

workplace. They will return in October for our ‘Coffee and 

Careers’ afternoon. 

Just before Easter Year 10 attended the Skills &             

Apprenticeship Show at Dunstall Park where they had the 

chance to sample and  explore a range of career   

opportunities. 

At the end of April Year 10 will have four taster sessions at 

Nova Training to give them a flavour of the workplace and will 

also visit WVTC to find out what is on offer there. We will also 

be asking them to make a decision about their Work 

Experience placement which this year will be  during the first 

week of October. 

Year 9 will hopefully also have the opportunity to visit WVTC to 

start their Careers Programme before starting Key Stage 4 in 

September. 

Grease is the word…. 
Three pupils have performed brilliantly with the cast of 

Grease from Highfields School. 

Well done Chloe Davies, Matty Richards and Claudia 

Bourke who where part of the chorus. 

We are very proud of you! 



Key Stage 1 & 2 welcomed local author, Lorna 

McCann who came to join our World Book Day 

celebrations. Everyone enjoyed finding out about 

her role as an author and listening to her story about 

‘Felix – The Boy with the Big Imagination’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Class 

Pupils in Ash class have been 

looking at the weather and 

have produced some lovely 

work. 

 

 

 

 

Acorn Class 

On Shrove Tuesday Acorn 

Class listened to the story of ‘Mr 

Wolf’s Pancakes’ and then 

planned their own pancake 

toppings.  We had lots of fun 

flipping pancakes, before 

making and eating our own 

pancakes.      

World book day was celebrated 

throughout school with pupils and staff 

dressed in some amazing costumes 

 

 

 

 

Easter Celebrations 

Easter was celebrated at Penn Fields with a 

special whole school assembly where 

pupils were reminded of the Easter story 

and the traditions of Easter.  The School 

Choir and Lower School pupils also 

provided some wonderful musical support 

for the assembly. Later that day, the Easter 

Bunny surprised Key Stage 1 & 2 pupils and 

helped them find chocolate eggs hidden 

around school. 

 

 

 

 

The final teacher training day of the 

year is on  

MONDAY 4TH JUNE 2018 

School will be closed to pupils on 

this day 



DATE CLASS/STAFF 

Tuesday 17th April Miss Stanley 

Wednesday 18th April No assembly 

Monday 23rd April Reverend Ben – St Bart’s 

Wednesday 25th April Mrs Callister 

Monday 30th April Nurture 

Wednesday 2nd May Mrs Blower 

Monday 7th May School Closed 

Wednesday 9th May Mr Fletcher 

Monday 14th May Mrs Stirling-Edge 

Wednesday 16th May Mrs Morgan’s literacy group 

Monday 21st May Mrs McGregor 

Wednesday 23rd May Elm Class 

HALF TERM 

Wednesday 6th June Mrs Morris’ Literacy Group 

Monday 11th June Mr Hussain 

Wednesday 13th  June Acorn Class 

Monday 18th June Reverend Ben -  St Barts Church 

Wednesday June 20th Ash Class 

Monday June 25th Mrs Griffiths 

Wednesday 27th June No assembly 

FRIDAY 29th June 2.pm Year 11 &14 Moving on Assembly 

Monday 2nd July Miss Moran’s Literacy 

Wednesday 4th July Mr Yates 

Monday 9th July Mrs Timbrell’s literacy group 

Wednesday 11th July Mr Jones 

Monday 16th July Mr Roalfe 

Wednesday 18th July Year 6 Moving on & up Assembly 

Friday 20th July Final Assembly -  2pm 

School assemblies start at 9.50am. 

If you would like to attend your child’s assembly please telephone 01902 558640 to make sure it has not 

been cancelled un-expectantly 

ASSEMBLY ROTA - SUMMER TERM 2018 


