
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2013 

Oak Class “at the Seaside” 
 

It was a hot, sunny day in July when Oak Class went to Llandudno, North Wales.  This formed 

part of their theme about the sea. We went to explore the sea shore, we walked on the pebbles, 

sand and looked at the cliffs which led down to the sea. It was a very busy day for all, however 

we made time for some traditional chips and ice cream while sitting on the seafront before     

returning home. 

 
Dear Parent / Carers, Governors  and Friends, 
 
The first year in our new building proved to be a very successful one for a number of reasons.  
 
A very positive Ofsted inspection within the first seven weeks of the school year and  a new extended    
curriculum are just two of the many developments we are proud of.  
 
The concerns we had regarding pupils managing such a large building with stairs proved to be ill founded.  
It was very pleasing to see how quickly our pupils adapted to their new surroundings and how sensible they 
were moving around school.   
It is hard to believe that we are now starting the second year in our new building. By the end of September 
we will hopefully have the full use of our playing fields and new play  areas.  
 
I welcome two new members on to our staff team.  Miss Callaghan has taken over the very important role 
of School Welfare Officer and Mrs Nelson is our new Receptionist and Office Administrator. 
 
I look forward to meeting with you over  the coming term. 
 
 
Miss E. Stanley 
Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 
Key Stage 1 & 2 children thoroughly enjoyed the  

“Seaside Day” activities. 

Everyone had the chance to participate in paddling pool play,  

sand play seaside games and fruit kebab making 
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In the Afternoon everyone had an ice-cream.  

 A great time was had by all.  

 

Penn Fields School Summer Fair 2013 

 

The month of July saw us hold our first Sumer Fair on our new school site. 

 

The weather was very kind to us and the areas outside lower school class-

rooms where the stalls had been set up proved to be a suntrap! 

 

Face painting and the bouncy castle proved very popular with the children. 

 

A big thank you to those of you who supported school by donating prizes,  

baking cakes, etc and thanks also to those who were able to attend. 

 

We raised over £1,400 in total which will help run the minibuses and subsidise 

school parties and Christmas presents for lower school pupils etc. 

 

“Seaside Day” 



 

Key Stage 1 & 2 

Water Activities 

 
Water activities have continued to be a great success and be an exciting  

addition to the Summer term.  

 Everyone has the chance to experience Canadian Canoeing and Sailing, 

with children learning new skills and gaining confidence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone in Key Stage 1 & 2 enjoyed the trip to the Sea Life Centre as part 

of out work on “In the Sea”.  We had the opportunity to look at lots of      

different sea life. 



 Year 10 Visit to Wolverhampton Racecourse 

 

Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to go to Wolverhampton racecourse in 

May as part of their entry level coursework in Mathematics. We visited the 

weighing room where pupils weighed themselves and their teachers! At 

the parade ring we estimated then measured the length of the track. We 

watched the horses arrive at Dunstall paddocks and the security was ex-

plained to us. We enjoyed trying on the racing gear and visiting the riders 

changing room. We were taken onto the track and looked at the starting 

line and a pupil fun race was organised; after lunch we watched 2 races 

which we really enjoyed.; a big thank you  to “Wolverhampton race-

course” and the staff from the “Racing to School” organisation for making 

it such a great day for pupils and staff.  

 



 

      YEAR 11 

Year 11 leavers assembly was, as ever, an emotional time for some, as our   

pupils said their goodbyes to Penn Fields before moving on to Wolverhampton 

College, Timkens or Trinity Training to continue their education. 

It is always a sad time since some of our pupils have been with us since class 

1although it is always a joy to witness how much progress the pupils have 

made during their time at Penn Fields. The Hallam Award, which is for a year 11 

pupil who has made outstanding progress, was awarded this year to Kim   

Rushton.  

On Wednesday 12th June  30 very excited pupils from KS3, 4&5 took part in 

the annual Rotary Club “Kids Out” at Drayton Manor Park.     

 

Every June, the Rotary Organisation throughout Britain and Ireland together 

with “Kids Out” take over 25,000 children on a great big day out.  

 

The children visit the seaside, theme parks, adventure playgrounds & zoos 

giving them all wonderful memories to cherish for a lifetime.       

 

Tettenhall Rotary Club, who are wonderful supporters of and  contributors to 

the school, once again organised a fabulous day  including lunch for 30 of 

our pupils.  

A massive thank you to all the gentlemen (and their wives) who fundraise all 

year to give us this really special day.  

Remember when you see Santa on his sleigh collecting money next Christ-

mas that it could be the Rotary Club raising money to treat our children! 

Remember when you see Santa on his sleigh collecting money next Christmas that it could be 

the Rotary Club raising money to treat our children! 



On the 23
rd
 of May Mrs Timbrell’s and Miss Moran’s Literacy 

group held a “Mad Hatters Tea Party” as part of their work on 

Alice in wonderland  

 

West Midlands Safari Park 

 

Transition group and 6th form enjoyed a day out at West Midlands Safari Park towards the end of term.  

A drive round the animal enclosures was hugely enjoyed with the children coming face to face with giraffe, lions, cheetah and rhinoceros.  

The highlight of the day for some was the visit to the attractions afterwards. Everyone agreed it was a fabulous day out.  

 

Youth Clubs – Upper School & 6th form. 

Pupils have had a busy term at youth club with the better weather meaning we could get out and about.  

Trips to Baggeridge & Kinver, 10 pin bowling & swimming and an end of year barbecue have been hugely enjoyed by both youth clubs. Many 

thanks to all staff for their hard work and support to ensure the continued success of these clubs.  

On the 21st May, Class 7 visited Warwick Castle as part of their work in History  



LANGUAGE GROUPS  

Our language groups have been busy this year contributing to topic work displays. They 

have explored various themes including animals, sea creatures, food, art and photography. 

Year 7/8 social group have developed a collection of interesting photographs taken both in 

and out of school. During May they visited the Art Gallery to view pictures of The Wolver-

hampton Cos-players capturing their preferred characters. During June they visited a  

lovely farm in Bridgnorth where they were able to photograph a baby chick, and of course 

their favourites; a cat and a dog. JJ volunteered to take some snaps of the beautiful garden  

and has created some really good photographs. They were offered tea and cakes with the 

Farmer which, as you can imagine, was a great success. 

These experiences have inspired further discussion during subsequent Speech and Lan-

guage Therapy sessions, and we would like to express our thanks for the support given by 

Parents/Carers for the events.  

The group have selected some of their photographs for you to see that we hope will stimu-

late added conversations with family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

    MUSIC   
 

  

 

 

This term Elm class have enjoyed learning to play the Tenor Horns and they 

performed a concert for parents and carers.  This was part of the whole class 

music project which is provided by Wolverhampton Music School. 

Pupils in KS3 enjoyed a concert at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham and 

Heather Bradshaw a Violinist from the CSBO came into school to work with 

pupils. 

 



 

P E 

Pupils once again have had a fantastic summer term of Sport. 

During lessons pupils have all been able to experience Athletics, Golf, Tennis, 

Rounder’s and have moved onto Cricket for the final part of the summer.  

Many of the pupils have progressed very well indeed, all pupils now have the 

ability or knowledge of how to throw, catch, bat, field and strike a ball. 

The school teams have also performed remarkably well in the Inter- School 

Competitions; many of our pupils have competed against students from other 

schools that are older than themselves. 

We have taken part in the West Midlands 5’s Netball where our girls came 5th  

from 8 teams – brilliant considering many had never played Netball before. 

6’s Football under 14’s came 3rd and the under 16’s came 6th from 8 teams. 

Rounder’s- under 14’s came 4th and the under 16’s came 5th from 8 teams. 

Athletics -Melissa Bradley and Tyrese Dunkley came first in their 100m.  

We came 4th from 8) and in the Cricket Tournament where the school came 4th 

from 8 schools. 

Pupils from Class 7 & 8 also competed in the “Black Country Smile Football 

Tournament” and did extremely well. 

It has been pleasing to see the amount of pupils who have competed for the 

school this year. 

37 pupils have taken part in activities. 

9 of our year 10 pupils have also helped to run a Multi - skills event. 

A special mention must go to Tyrese Dunkley who won a Gold medal (in Boccia)  

at the “Black Country Smile” tournament. Well done Tyrese!!! 

Well done to all pupils who took part in the sports competitions this year. 

Next year there will be even more opportunities with new Inter House 

Competitions. 



Please remember MOBILE PHONES should not be brought into 

school by pupils. The school cannot be responsible for the safe 

keeping of phones. Only independent travellers are allowed to 

bring their phones into school, and these  MUST be handed into 

the office at the beginning of the day. 

 

 

 

MORRISONS “LET’S GROW” 2013 I VOUCHER 

These promotions by supermarkets are extremely important to the school, allowing 

us to purchase extra equipment and resources for the children. Please encourage 

all your family and friends to collect these vouchers with their shopping and send 

them into school with your child. Thank you. 

School Dinners 

The cost of school dinners is £2.00 per day. This should be paid weekly 

(£10.00), in advance, on the first day of the week. Please ensure you give the 

office at least a weeks notice if you wish to change your child’s meal ar-

rangements 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club runs everyday from 8.30am until 8.55am. Cost is £1.20 per 

day. Children on free school meals the price is £1.00 per day.  

Milk Money 

If your child is in Acorn, Ash, Elm or Oak and you would like them to have 

semi skimmed milk, the cost is £10 per term. Please note if your child is enti-

tled to free school meals, they are entitled to free milk.  Unfortunately we can 

no longer provide whole milk.  

This should be sent in by Friday 27th September at the latest.  



Informal session for PARENTS OF CHILDREN with Special Educational needs 

Would you like to meet and chat with other parents/carers of children and young people with Special Educational Needs in a 

friendly and confidential setting? Then this event could be a good starting point. 

Monday 23rd September 2013 9.30-11.30 at Penn Fields School 

 

 

 

 

 

Target audience: Parents and carers of babies, children and young people with SEN, whatever that need and no 

matter whether your child attends mainstream or special school. 

About the event:  Being a parent is tough. We can all benefit from reflecting on our role as parents or carers. 

Sometimes you may feel that it would be great to speak informally to other parents, sharing ideas and           

experiences. 

 This event aims to provide a setting where parents and carers can meet together to share with, and hopefully, 

learn from, one another.  

To apply:   Please call Isabel Blower on 01902 558640. There are a limited number of available places and we 

anticipate high levels of interest. Please contact us as soon as possible if you wish to reserve a place. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

INFORMAL SESSION FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME  

 

Would you like to meet and chat with other parents/carers of children and young people with Down Syndrome 

in a friendly and confidential setting? If so, you might like to join us for this event 
 

 

Monday 13th January 2014, at 9.30 to 12.00 
 

 

Down Syndrome and the Terrible Twos… and Threes…and Fours… and Fifteens! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Target audience: Parents and carers of babies, children and young people with Down Syndrome.   

 

About the event:  Many parents and carers of children and young people with Down Syndrome report that at 

times, their child’s behaviour can be challenging, often resembling that of a typical ‘Terrible Two’. Please do 

come along and share your experiences, chat with other parents/carers, and meet Penn Fields Outreach Team, 

who teach and are involved with children with Down Syndrome on a daily basis.  

 

 

To book a place, ring the Outreach Team on 01902 558640/558639, or email j.nock@pennfields.com 

 

There are a limited number of available places and we anticipate high levels of interest. Please contact us as 

soon as possible if you wish to reserve a place. 
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ASSEMBLY ROTA AUTUMN TERM 

2013 
 

 
*Assemblies start at 9.50 a.m.   Please phone school on 01902 558640 to ensure as-

sembly is still happening if you intend to come in to see your child’s assembly 

DATE CLASS /GROUP/ STAFF 

September 4th. Miss Stanley 

Monday September  9th Mr Roalfe 

September 11th Mrs Griffiths’ Literacy Group 

Monday September 16th Class  11 

September 18th Mrs Blower 

Monday 23rd September Oak Class 

September 25th  Mrs Callister  (Harvest rehearsals) 

Monday September 30th Mr Yates 

October 2nd Harvest Festival (School only) 

Monday 7th October Elm Class 

October 9th. Miss Moran’s Literacy Group 

Monday 14th Mr  Hussain (Eid – Islam) 

October  16th Mrs  Morgan 

Monday 21st Reverend Ben 

October 23rd Class 10 

October 28th. HALF TERM 

Monday November 4th Ash Class 

November 6th Acorn Class 

Monday 11th November Mrs McGregor 

13th November Remembrance Assembly School only 

Monday 18th Mr Fletcher’s Literacy Group 

November 20th Mrs Timbrell’s Literacy Group 

Monday 25th Reverend Ben 

November 27th 6th Form assembly 

Monday December 2nd Mrs Nock  (Advent) 

December 4th. Christmas rehearsals 

Monday December 9th Christmas Dress Rehearsal 

December 11th No assembly 

Good Work Assemblies Miss Stanley   / Mr Roalfe /SMT 



Quick Check – Diary Dates 
 
September 

2nd INSET DAY (School closed to pupils) 

3rd INSET DAY (School closed to pupils) 
4th Pupils return back to school 

11th New Parents Meeting 2pm 

11th  1st Share Group of new term 

16th  Acorn class  - Forest School’s Project 

17th Lower School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

19th Upper School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

20th Lower  school “Colour Day” 

26th INTERNATIONAL DAY 

 
October 

1st Possible school closure (further notification to follow) 

2nd  HARVEST ASSEMBLY 

2nd Lower School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

3rd Upper School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

15th  Lower School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

16th PARENTS EVENING 6– 8 pm 

17th Upper School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

18th KS4 Annual Reviews start (selected pupils only) 

24th School Council Elections 
25th End of Term 

 

28th October— 1st November  October  Half Term break 
 
November 

4th Pupils return back to school 

5th Lower School Youth club (selected pupils only) 

7th Upper School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

13th REMEMBERENCE ASSEMBLY 

19th Lower School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

21st Upper School Youth Club  

 
December 

4th Lower School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

6TH Upper School Youth Club (selected pupils only) 

9th Dress Rehearsal (Christmas Production) 

10th KS1 & KS2 Christmas Production 10 am 

11th KS1 & KS2 Christmas Production 2 pm 

12th Christmas Lunch 

17th KS1 & KS2 Christmas Party  

18th Carol Service 

18th KS3 Disco  

19th KS4 Christmas Trip 

19th 6th Form Christmas Trip  
20th FINAL  ASSEMBLY—End of Term 

 

23rd December –3rd January 2014   Christmas Holidays 
 
January  2014 

6th INSET DAY (School closed to pupils) 

7th Pupils return back to school  

 

 

Please keep this page as it contains important information for this term. 

This newsletter can also be found on www.pennfields.com  

Penn Fields School  
Autumn Term News Letter 

SEPTEMBER 2013 


