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This week has seen the full launch of Read, Write Inc at Penn Fields’ School in our lower school department and the pupils are 
already enjoying their new phonics’ sessions. 
 
Following the training day on January 7th 2020, the staff have been assessing pupils on their phonic knowledge and the stu-
dents have now been grouped based on this information. This means that all pupils are working with students of a similar 
ability enabling them to receive targeted intervention and support from their teachers and TLSAs. 
 
The children will be taught “speed sounds”, “green words” (words that are phonetically decodable) and “red words” (tricky 
words that are not phonetically plausible) as well as how to blend these sounds. In addition to this, they will develop their 
spelling and writing skills as they progress through the programme. 
 
We have further training for staff in February and April; following on from this, your children will be bringing home books to 
read with you that are part of the Read, Write Inc programme. These books will support the learning that is taking in place in 
school and will enable you to be a part of their journey in becoming confident and fluent readers.  
Over the next few weeks, this approach will also be used in some upper school groups as part of our intervention strategy. 
 
For more information please visit www.ruthmiskin.com and www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

VIP’s 

Monday 20th January 2020 - VIP’s were: 

Arjun Oak Class - Arjun always works hard 
& focuses on the work he has been asked 
to do.  He has also made excellent pro-
gress with his Maths and his confidence 
has grown hugely - Well done, Arjun! 

 

Natasha Nurture (Yr9) - Always does her 
best and is kind and helpful.  Natasha al-
ways tries hard to work independently in 
English and Maths - well done, Natasha! 

Multi -Sports’ Event - Westcroft School 

On Monday 20th January 2020, a number of Penn Fields students from Key 
Stage 3 & Key Stage 4, took part in a multi-sports’ event held at Westcroft 
School. 

A number of Key Stage 4 students took part in leading four different accessible 
sporting games at the event; these included: handball, tchoukball, volleyball 
(with balloons) and dodgeball.  The students had just 20 minutes to practise 
each sport, before sharing their knowledge of each sport with students from 
other Wolverhampton schools.  Our Key Stage 4 students had also been prac-
tising some of the sports with Mr Jones during PE lessons at school, so they 
were very much ready to take on the challenge. 

Year 8 students also attended the event as competitors, working along side 
students from 5 other schools.   All the competitors for each school mixed up 
so that they could work on gaining confidence, improving their social skills and 
building upon their team working skills - our Penn Fields’ students took full 
advantage of making new friends on the day. 

Mr Jones said, “Beverley was absolutely amazing, she was fantastic with a 
student from another school who was extremely worried about the day”.  

Staff from other schools mentioned how amazing our KS4 young leaders were 
especially Paige, Sean, Michael, Jason and Thomas who organised, alleviated 
any fears some of the pupils had, noted the scores, explained the rules, timed 
events and were generally superb leaders - well done everyone. 
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Dates for your Diary                   

Parents / Carers’ evening KS1, KS2 & KS3            Thursday 13 February 2020 

February Half Term          Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020  

Spring Term 2 Starts               Monday 23rd February 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020 (school closed at 13:30) 

INSET Day                                                                                                                 Monday 20 April 2020 – School Closed 
INSET Day                                                                                                                Tuesday 21 April 2020 – School Closed 
Summer Term Starts              Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

Post -16 College Open Days 

Many Year 11 students will already be thinking about their next steps at post-16.  Some students will remain at Penn Fields 

School and will study in the Sixth Form, whilst some students will be ready to move on to College or a post-16 provider.  Stu-

dents and parents will have had the opportunity to speak with Mrs Stirling-Edge with regards to next steps.  Here are some 

college and post-16 provider open day dates, that will help better inform you of your child's next steps: 

Please visit the college websites for specific times for each event. 

Walsall College – 25th March / 23rd June 2020 

Dudley College – 14th March / 10th June 2020 

WVTC - call Mr Potter on 01902 552274 to arrange a visit 

 

Makaton Corner 

It is really important to speak when you sign or use symbols.  Makaton is designed to support spoken language.  This means 
that we usually sign or use the symbols to support the Key Words (information carrying words) in a sentence.  When we do 
this, we are making a link between the spoken words and the signs or symbols.  This is to encourage speech where possible. 
 
Many people, who initially rely on signs or symbols, will drop them naturally, at their own pace, as they develop speech and 
no longer need them.  Research has shown that using signs and symbols actively encourages the development of speech and 
language skills.   
 
Top tips for signing with your child: 

Always speak as you sign or use symbols. 

Offer lots of encouragement and give praise when a sign is attempted. 

 

Head to the Penn Fields website www.pennfields.com for past Makaton Corner 

information, tips and signs. 

For more information on Makaton, please visit: https://www.makaton.org/  

Parents’ Evening 

Many thanks to all the KS4 & KS5 parents and carers who attended parents’ evening last night.  We had a number of positive 

comments about both the arrangements of the evening and the school as a whole.  Many thanks for your on going support 

during a busy year of positive change and improvement.  We look forward to welcoming the parents/carers of our KS1, KS2 & 

KS3 students on Thursday 13th February for their parents’ evening, a letter will be making it’s way home soon. 
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